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Forafmuch as ye are manifeftly declared to be the epiftle of Chrift nfiniftcreti 
by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God ; not jn " "• 
tables of ftone, but in flefhy tables of the heart. — Our fufficiency is of'G'dd*.. \- 
who alfo hath made us able miniflers of the New Teftamcnt : not of the 
letter, but of the fpirit \ for the letter, killcth, but the fpirit giveth life. 

2 Cor. iii. 3, 5, 6. 
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PREFACE. 



To the Rev. JOHN RYLAND, Sen. 

REVEREND SIR, 

. JL h e reafon of my addreffing this to you, is be- 
caufe, feme time ago, you faid, (as I was informed) 
in a barber's (hop, that " You had prepared a pill 
for William Huntington; and, if that did not 
do, you would give him a bolus." Soon after which 
your little " Body of Divinity" appeared, which I 
took to be the Pill ; and, after that, cc Antinomian- 
ifm Unmafked" fell into my hands, which I took 
to be the threatened Bolus. However, I could not 
help fmiling when I faw your Maid's name affixed 
to it, for I thought that was done in order to try my 
fagacity, or the (irength of my eye- fight. I per- 
ceived that there was a woman's name (landing on 
the title, and a man's voice fpeaking in it. I faid, 
". Come near to me, and let me handle thee, and fee 
whofe child thou art : thou art called the handy- 

: works of Efau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob." 

A 2 How- 
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iV PREFACE. 

However, the Maid affirms that, by a miraculous 
conception, (he compaffed this production without 
the help of man; whereas, if family likeneffes ex- 
prefs or mean any thing, the firft nine or ten pages 
will fpeak for themfelves. Many of the features of 
this child are Mr. Ry land's own : he is known, 
whether he appears in a Magazine or in this piece. 
1 think I may warrantably fay of thefe pages, as we 
commonly fay of a log of feather-edge boards, that 
it is the work of two ; or of a pair of fawyers, one 
on the top, and the other in the pit. The Maid, by 
name, is the top woman; but Mr. Ryland worked 
under ground. There was a conjun&ion of heads in 
the produdtion of this pamphlet. This difcovers it- 
felf in the feventh page, where the noun plural ap- 
pears — " We have taken a Ihort but comprehenfive 
view of it, but who hath believed the report ?" It 
might have been rendered, our report. Now, though 
I am no grammarian, yet I know that two are more 
than one, and that we implies a plurality. But it 
feems that Mr. Ryland refufes to father this little 
one, left it fhould be overlaid, of found dead r but 
the Maid lays claim to the whole of it, having no 
doubt but it is a living child. Biit I fay, " Divide it," 
feeing the Girl has confeffed to Mr. King that it 
contains Mr. Ry land's fentiments. 

You 



PREFACE. V 

You fhould be a little more private, reverend Sir, 
in your matters, and not let your fecret things get 
abroad, as they do. Your threatening me in the 
barber's {hop; the former convention and council 
againft me, when the calf s head fell into the afhes j 
the good works that appeared in your fervant, and 
another, when the feventeenth fquib of candour 
went off in* a fortnight at Iflington ; your refilling 
to fee any body but your maid when this chick was 
hatching from the egg ; the printer's boy bringing a 
proof to you at a friend's houfe, where you did not 
expedt him; your acknowledging to Mrs. Terry 
that you had a hand in the firft fquib that your Maid 
difcharged at me, befides your own mode of writing 
appearing in it— ferve to confirm me in my opinion 
of its having been a joint work. 

The above hints I have dropped [a hint to the 

i 

wife is enough] only to let my friends know that I 
was privy to many of their fecret counfels — JVifi ye 
not thatJuclTa man as I can certainly divine ? 

I fuppofe your fervant thinks me not fo competent 
a judge of phyfiognomy as herfelf, bccaufe the " An- 
fwer to the Daughter's Defence" was addreffed to 
the father ; but ihe feems to wonder that the anfwer 
to the Maid's Mafk Ihould be addrefied to the Maf- 

A 3 ter. 
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ter. However, this is agreeable to the only fule of 

life — We are to do as we would be done by > for this is 

the law and the prophets: and this method I have 

adopted, and am determined to purfue it, until Mr. 

Ryland's fervant cdn find fome other poft or pillar 

(befide me) for the purpofe of beating her mats and 

duller. 

* • 

My db&rine, in this piece, is jumbled in as a 

principal ingredient of a molt dreadful compofnion ; 

and, like the poor man that fell among thieves, I am 

ranked with a defpcrate gang. The calf s 'head that 

Maria tumbled into the afhes did not cut a worfe 

m 

figure before Mr. Ryland than I do in this black 
company. However, I will pick my own precious 
doftrine from this bolus ; and, as the good Samari- 
tan has fet me on his own beaft, I hope to ride away 
from this gang. As to James Relly, I know no- 
thing of him j I never read any thing of his. I got 
not my doftrine from man; it is not after man. 
Nor will I defend any Antinomian tenets but thofe 
that are found in the everlafting gofpelj nor vindi- 
cate any fort of Antinomians but thofe, and thofe 
only, who know the plague of their own heart and 
the healing balm of Chrift's blood j who are born 
again of the Spirit of God, united to Jefus, and who 

live 
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live in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and ferve God 
in the.newnefs of the Spirit, and not in the oldnefe. 
of the letter. This fort of Antinomians I dearly lpve * . 
and God loves them, becaufe they. loVe Jefus ; and 
it is in and by fuch that God ever w^s, and ever will 
be, glorified. < • * -. t 

I do believe in my hestFt, friend Ryland; that ijjy; : 
moft gracious* (?od has giyen t-he Coalheayer a name, 
and a place among his hkffed ones: therefore do 
not rank me among the chimney-fweepers ; for I am 
no friend to hypocrites, nor patron of the workers 
$f darknefs. As the do&rine that I preach is my; 
own, what God himfelf revealed to my heart at firfl:^ 
and which I have learnt fince out of no book but 
the Bible, I fliould like to difpute this" point with 
Mr. Ryland himfelf, and that by the fcriptnres of 
truth^ and let the children of God at large judge of 
our dodtrine. I confider your age; and will, God 
enabling me, make ufe of all the candour that I am 
matter of, fo as not to obfeure the rays, nor blunt 
the force, of truth. 1 think I can do this with a 
good confeience, as it is in defence of my own tefti- 
mony, and being commanded to contend .earneftly 
for the faith, and to preach the Gofpelj while your 

contention is for the Law. 

A 4 . Ii* 



Vifi preface; 

In my anfwer to this, I fliall make my remarks 
chiefly bit tfiofe paflagcs that are levelled at me, and 
which contridift th£ do&rine that I have learnt; 
and fubmit them to your judgment, and expeft your 
reply. But, if you fet yotjr Maid to work, you muft 
expeft, and fliall have, the anfwer addreffed to your* 
felf. God ftys j fbefpirit df the ptophets isfubjeft to the 
prophets, but not to itJaSd-ftrvahts. My bufinefs is, 
dnd fliall be, with the M after, not with the Girl. If 
Mr. Lovegrbve has nothing to do with his money 
but to Employ it in this tf ay, he had better diftri- 
bqte it to the poor. A hint is enough. I fliall add 
no more by wky of preface, but cojicludc. 

Reverend Sir, 

Tour 'ready and willing Antag<mifi % 
In Zierts Contrwerfy, 



William: Huntington, 
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QUOTATION. 
What think ye of Christ? Matt. xxu. 42. 

\JF all the queftions which it is poflible to propofe tp 
mankind, this is one of the mod important : upon thfe 
right knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ depends the 
happinefs and falvation of men. This is life eternal, U 
know thee the only true God> and Jefus Cbri/f, whom thou 
hajl fent % John xvii. 3, If our acquaintance with polite 
literature and the fciences is deficient, our lofs will be tri- 
vial. If we are miftaken, or even deceived, in fuch mat- 
ters, the miftake or deception will not be attended with 
much danger or damage \ but a deficiency, a miftake, a de- 
ception, in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
cannot but be accompanied by the molt fatal confequences. 
Eternity hangs upon it. 

Answer P Doft thou believe on the Son of God?— 
is a greater queftion than that. For whatever 
{thoughts, knowledge, or notions, men may get in 
jtheir heads relpedting the only true God, and Jefus 
Chrift whom he hath fent, daily experience (hews 

that 
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that fuch knowledge is no defence againft fin, nor 
helmet againft errors — it is nothing but a Broken 
Ciftern. While the ftrong man armed keeps pof- 
feffion of the palace, he cares not for head notions, 
however pure ; for, as foon as he can pufli fuch a 
(inner into an open profeffion, and into a pulpit, 
and eftabliih him in the efteem of fimple fouls, and 
in the hearts of hypocrites, he will be fure to drive 
him to make .{hj^wKSk^of^all his fentiments, or 
teach him to improve them y> the advancement of 
his own infernal int?feft. . J. fuppofe we have not a 
revifer nor propagator of herefy, nor one preacher 

of lies, in the whole nation, but who firft began his 

/"■..'■ ... - 

j>rbfeflion arid miniftry with fuch a dry, erripty ftock 
of fpeculative knowledge as this book con tarns.' 

,.. Was eveiy unregenerate perfon in the nation to 

.read this pamphlet till he acquired all the know- 
ledge that it treats of, he would ftill be without 
God, and having no hope in the world. An. experi- 
mental, fpiritual, and heart-felt knowledge of the 

' Lord Jefus Chrift, muft be had before eternal life 
can be known, felt, or enjoyted. Head knowledge 

. is attended with pride, and expofes a man to the 
condemnation of the devil ; while heart-felt know- 
ledge is attended with life eternal. You begin your 
treatife of knowledge at the wrong end. The finner 
does hot learn his firft leflbn of religiofi in the 
gofpel, but in the law. He does not begin with 
Jefus Chrift, but with the Father : Every one that 

'. bath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 

unto 
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unto me. The (inner will never hunger nor third 
after* righteoufnefs till the fentence of death gives - 
him an appetite. 

God, who is a confuming fire, comes near to the" 
eledt (inner to judgment, and appears in his fiery' 
law. Then he calls upon God in trouble, and is 
delivered j but he is fure .to get his firft anfwer in 
the fecret place of thunder, Pfal. lxxxi. 7. • Here the 
poor (inner gets his firft imprefiions of the tremend- 
ous attributes of God, which fink too deep for time' 
or eternity ever to efiace. In the glafs of the law 
the ftoliftefs of God appears ; and in this aiftonifhingf 
vifion the dreadful leprofy is difcovered from head 
to foot, both within and without. This view ftirs 
up his guilt and filth from the bottom of the heart, 
while the raging infettion appears a loathfome dif- 
eafe. All external varnifh, dead works, dry for- 
mality, good name, falfe confidences, lying refuges, 
and legal hopes, find their funeral together, or fly 
away like chaff from the threfhing-floor, or as fmoke 
out of the chimney ; fo that no place is found for 
them. It was this view, and the feraphic cry of 
cc Holy ! holy ! holy !"*that made the prophet Ifaiah 
cover his lips, and cry, <c Unclean ! unclean !'* 

At the fight of divine holinefs in the law fin re- 
vives, and juftice applies the fentence. Nor has 
the (inner one plea to urge why it (hould not be 
fpeedily executed : his mouth is flopped, and he is 
become guilty before God. Such a finner fees and 

feels 
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feels that God is ftri&ly juft. Here all his former 
notions of a God all mercy forfake him and flee. 

The truth of God is no lefs terrible to the Cnner 
than his juftice. He k^s that God has fpoken and 
revealed his wrath againft fin, and pronounced his 
curie upon every tranfgreffor j and has declared that 
he will not clear the guilty. And true to his own 
honour, and to the word that is gone out of his lips, 
he muft be. Hence the poor frnner fees no way of 
efcape : he makes confeffion -, he cries for mercy ; 
he makes ufe of every argument he is mafter of; he 
turns his feet to the teftimony, and makes hafte, and 
delays not, to keep the commandment ; he makes 
the law his only rule of life, walk, and condudt ; 
and, in good earneft, fets about the performance of 
every duty that appears . right to him, in hopes of 
inclining his Maker to be propitious. But here the 
immutability of God appears : he finds that God is 
of one mind, and none can turn him , and what his foul 
defireth that he doth. This deftroys hU former no- 
tion of God's being mutable, and altogether fuch an 
one as himfelf He is obliged to acknowledge that 
with God is terrible majejly, and, as touching the Al- 
mighty and his ways, he cannot find him out. 

A fihner thus arraigned, and imprefled with the 

holinefs, juftice, truth, and immutability, of God, 

,.' is at his wit's end. He is like a wild bull in a net, 

full of the fury and the rebukes of his Maker. 

Every wound (lightly healed is laid open; every 

avenue* 



AND THE SPRINGING WELL, *J 

avenue, or falfe retreat, cut offj righteoufnefs and 
holinefs, by the law, are altogether defpaired of; and 
the way to heaven by works, whether in whole or 
in part, for ever clofed. 

Thus far the finner learns, in the law, to know 
the only true God ; and this leffon prepares him for 
the new, living, and confecrated, way through the 
vail. And thus to ufe the law is ufing it lawfully s 
for it is not made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawlefs and difobedient, for the ungodly and for fin- 
ners : For we know, fays Paul, that whatsoever the 
law faith it faith to them that are under the law, that 
every mouth may be flopped, and the whole world be- 
come guilty before God. Pointing finners to a phy- 
(ician, who never felt their ficknefs, and efpoufing 
them to Chrift before their firft hufband be dead, is 
leading them into adultery. A finner who thus learns 
of the Father cometh unto Chrift, to whom none 
can come except the Father draw them. 

The finners face is no fooner turned Zion-ward 
than the ftorm appears at his back ; which is fweetly 
abated by a ftill voice behind him, intimating that 
he is now in the way. Dying love, by the Spirit, 
echoes from the crofs to his confcience ; which is 
anfwered again by the voice of faith ; but fo unin- 
telligibly, that the finner can hardly underftand it, 
though the foul feels the effe&s of it. At this the 
heart begins to lofe its native hardnefs, and gradual- 
ly opens and enlarges -, while every' faculty of the 
foul is upon the watch, and every thought of the 

heart; 
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heart intent upon -the ftrange emotion; ,iintil the 
blcffed Spirit of God conveys a divine und ion to 
the ynderftanding, and propofes a crucified Saviour 
to the finner, as the only objedt of hope, and tefti- 
fies of him as fuch. With a longing eye the poor 
finner looks, and with a trembling hear:, and a wa- 
vering faith, longs, and begs of God to bring him 
near, and reveal his Chrift in him. As the eye of 
a man upon the hand of his mafier, and as the eye of 
a maid on the hand of her miftrefs, fo the finner 's eye 
waits upon God until he hath mercy upon him. 

His face being Zion-ward, Zion-ward he looks ; 
for out of Zion, the perfection of beauty y God fhines : 
and into the finner's heart he fhines, to give him the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. And in this glorious ray the Saviour 
defcends to the finner's foul, and God reveals his 
Son in him. When the voice of atoning blood at 
once drowns all the thundering fentences of Sinai, 
and filences every accufation in that tremendous 
court of judgment, the finner feels himfelf with God 
at the mercy-feat, where the righteous in Chrift 
may difpute with him, and fo be delivered for ever 
from their Judge (Job xxiii. 6, 7), unlefs he per- 
. nrits the bond-children to bring him again into bond- 
. age. Such a finher has found the righteoufnefs 
and truth of God in the law, which opened his ear 
to difcipline ; and now, in Chrift, he finds mercy 
• and peace in harmony with truth and righteoufnefs ; 

- where mercy and truth met, there God reconciled 

- 7 and 
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and the true penitent meet; and where . righteoufe 
nefs and peace ldffed each other, there the Father 
kifles the prodigal, and the prodigal kifles the king 
of peace. 

This is the man that hath efcaped the mount that 
might not be touched, and that burneth with fire-, and 
is gone from blacknefs, and ddrknefs, and tempejl, and 
from the -found of a trumpet* and jrom the voice of 
words ; and is come to Mount Zion> where the Savi- 
our reigns, and unto the city of the living God, which 
he has chofen, founded, and built, and where he 
dwells ; even to the heavenly Jerufalem, the married 
wife, the free woman, and the mother of every free- 
born fon, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
who were ele&ed by the Father, confirmed in their 
ftanding by the Saviour, and who are the retinue of 
the Lord, miniftering fpirits to the heirs of promife, 
and the fellow-fervants of the faints— -and to the ge- 
neral affembly, both of Jews and Gentiles — and to the 
church of the firft-born, which the elder brother 
bought with his blood, arrays in his righteoufnefs, 
and fanftifies by his blood and Spirit; and which 
confifts of firft-born fons, heirs of promife, and of 
the grace of life ; whofe names are written in heaven, 
in the 'Lamb's book of life, being ordained to eter- 
nal lite^ or predeitinated both to grace and glory— 
and to Gcd, the judge of all, as reconciled inChrift, 
and who is the juftifier of him that believeth in Je- 
(u%—andto the fpirits of jujl men made perfett , under 

the 
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the influence of the fame Spirit of promife, and itt 
union with the fame covenant head— and to Jefus* 
the mediator of the new covenant, who purges the fm$ 
of his people, who hath made peace by the blood 
of his crofs, and who proclaims it and maintains it 
in all his realm j whofe kingdom is not of this world 
—and to the blood of fprinkling, that (peaks pardon* 
peace, reconciliation, friendfhip with God, and ac- 

cefs to him* This, this, is the man, that fpiri-> 

tually, un&uoufly, and experimentally, knows the 
only true God, and jefus Chrift whom he hath fent, 
whom to know is eternal life. And fuch an one has 
life hid with Chrift in God ; he has life in his cove- 
nant head] he has laid hold on eternal life by faith* 
he has life in the promife, and life and immortality 
are brought to light in his foul ; he is alive, and 
lives by the faith of die Son of God j and has a 
lively hope, fure and ftedfaft, and which anchors 
within the vail. 

A collection of notions in the head is like a broken 
ciftern that can hold no water ; but fuch a favoury 
knowledge of Chrift, by the Spirit in the heart, as 
this, is zjpringing well; and fuch an one lhall grow 
in grace, and in knowledge too. This ipring works 
up, and carries off the unfavoury lees of the old 
caflc, and the lurking leaven of felf-righteoufnefs, 
legal pride, and hypocrify i together with the loath- 
fome fediment of felf- confidence and felf-feekingj 
and, as it purifies the heart, fo it purifies the fpeech. 

4 God 
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God turns to bis people a pure language, that they 
may call upon his name, and ierve him with one 
confent. Thus counfel in the heart, not in the 
head, is as deep waters, and the words of wifdom as 
a flowing brook. This bletfcd fpring, rifing up 
within, purifies and renews the fpirit of the mind, 
and carries it up to heavenly things, where it enjoys 
both life and peace j and is entertained with frefh 
difcovcries of covenant love, and folaced with re- 
frefhings from the prefence of the Lord, This is a 
knowledge, fir, which no hypocrite could ever attain, 
and which falfe apoftates never knew. 

Head notions are like a (landing pool in the midft 
of fummer, neither fweet nor clear ; and therefore 
require a good deal of learning, flowery rhetoric, 
empty oratory, pompous fpeech, fwelling words, 
and cunning craftinefs, in order to decorate, garnifb, 
and fet them ofF: but thefe things do not feed the 
poor hungry foul. This book, having treated of 
the knowledge of Chrift, but not defcribed any part 
of it, proceeds to mention the doftrine of the tri- 
nity, and the chara&ers, &c, of the Lord Jefus, by 
colkfting a number of fcripture texts, which arc 
better read in the bible than in this book, for here 
is nothing defcribed nor explained in it. 

All the head notions of the glorious trinity that 
men can attain to will never keep Satan out of the 
heart, nor hold the foul in a ftorm. The real 
Chriftian has got the work of a trinity of perfons on 
his own fouL He that lavetb dwelktb in God> and 

B God 
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God in him. Such an one has fellowfliip with the 
Father. And he that enjoys pardon, reft, and folid 
peace, in his Saviour, by virtue of heart- felt union 
with him, has fellowfhip with the Son, and has fel- 
lowfliip with the Spirit ; who communicates know- 
ledge, comfort, and joy, to him ; who maintains 
his (landing in faith, his foul in hope, and his hope 
in expe&ation of future glory ; who helps his in- 
firmities in prayer, ftrengthens him with might in 
his weaknefe, bears teftimony to his adoption, feals 
iiim with a comfortable affurance, and operates upon 
him as an earned of the future inheritance. He is 
a witnels and proof qf his eternal eleftibn, and a 
pledge of eternal glory : he reveals the fccrets of 
heaven to him, and leads him into a (late of friend - 
fhip and familiarity with God ; he makes known to 
his foul the good-will of God in Chrift Jefus, and 
makes him obedient thereto by faith ; enables him 
to ftand faft therein, and that with an holy boldnefs, 
in unfeigned faith, in unprefuming confidence, and 
in undiflembled love ; which no Arian, no bond- 
child, ho Sociniaji, no Sabellian, no Antinomian, 
no Arminian, nor any other fpecies of hypocrites, 
ever experienced, felt, or enjoyed. 

This doftrine, fir, confounds the wife, and puz- 
zles the prudent : it makes devils roar, and impof- 
tors rage j it drives the pharifee from his fandy 
foundation, the hypocrite from his falfe hope, and 
the veflel of wrath from his anchorage ; it difcovers 
the rottennefs of hypocrites in Zion, and makes di- 
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vincrs mad ; it makes a novice in the pulpit look 
like an aftor on the ftage, and the writings of grace- 
lefs fouls like old mother Shipton's prophecies. 

Under this divine teaching the productions of 
carnal men are all thrown to the bats : a dry fyftem 
in the brain appears a broken wheel at the ciftern ; 
a noify and empty profeflion, a rattle for prating 
fools ; and all the pleafures, honours, and riches, of 
this world, like the drop of a bucket, or the duft 
of a balance. 

Quot. The fcriptures teftify of the Lord Jefus that he 
is a Redeemer. 

Answ, Notions of redemption in the head will 
not do, reverend fir ; we mud enforce the experi*: 
ence of it. The eleft finner is led to the fountain; 
open ; his confeience is purged from guilt and dead 
works by an application of the blood of fprinkling;; 
he is redeemed from the bondage of the law, from 
a vain converfation, and from among men. No 
man can fing of redemption without an application : 
No man could learn that Jong but the hundred and forty 
and four thou/and, which were redeemed from among 
men. " Ifs," and " Buts," and " We truft," 
and <c I think," will not anfwer the purpofe here : 
head notions will not do to join in this chorus; 
faith in the heart is required. He bath redeemed us 
out of every nation, tongue, and people ; and made us 
kings and priefts unto God 5 and we Jhall reign on the 
earth, 

B 2 Quot. 
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. Qjjot. The fcriptures alfo fpeark of the Lord Jefus un- 
der the dignified chara&er of a King, &c. 

Answ. When the Saviour comes to manifeft 
himfelf to the hearts of his own eledt, he comes in 
his all- conquering chariot ; he appears with his 
/word upon his thigh, and no lefs than the Most 
Mighty in his own glory and majefty. This the 
finner is foon convinced. of, when the point of his 
fword reaches the caul of his heart, and ;he arrows 
of his quiver (lick faft in his confeience, whereby 
the people fall under him, and put. their mouths in 
the duft, to obtain a hope in his mercy. A finner, 
thus fubdued by Omnipotence, (tumbles nQt at the 
Saviour's Godhead $ nor does he want any man to 
teach him that Jefus is a King, The King of Zion 
makes a triumphant entrance into the finncr's heart, 
binds the ftrong man, difarms the devil of his infer- 
nal panoply, and cafts him both from his fort- royal 
and palace. The fpirit of faith operates, and gives 
the Saviour a dwelling within, while the manifefta- 
rions of dying love raife him to fupremacy in the 
affe&ions. When every thought is brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Chrift, his righteous 
fceptre is fwayed in the foul, and peace is proclaim- 
ed in the principality of confeience $ when the new 
covenant, or the laws of faith, truth, and the per- 
fe£l law of liberty, arc by God the Holy Ghoft 
written on the flelhly tables pf the heart. This is 
the ipan that is a loyal fubjed of Zion's king : the 

kingdom 
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kingdom of God is within him, he is under the 
reign of grace, and is well acquainted with his 
rightful fovereign. All Ihort of this is nothing but 
word i this (lands in power. The other is head no- 
tions i this is heart religion, and can never be rooted 
up or deftroyed. 

Quot. Procuring redemption and remiflion of fins 
through the effufion of his Wood, offering himfelfupa 
facrifice to God, to make reconciliation, and purchafe an 
atonement. 

Answ. 1 believe the ele& were redeemed by the 
blood of Chrift ; that an atonement was made by 
his facrifice alone; that peace was made by the 
blood of his crofs ; that we are pardoned, recon- 
ciled, and made nigh, by the fame ; and that the 
church was bought with that price : but, as to 
a purchafed atonement, the bible knows nothing 
about it. 

" Who this ftinking Antinomian is ; who needs 
no inward holmefs ; nor Chrift in his heart, the hope 
of glory ; nor fruits of the Spirit; and whofe faith 
takes in all the world, and who denies that there is 
any eleft at all *" I know not. Thefe wretches arc 
no relations of mine : I will fcrape no acquaintance, 
I will claim no kindred, with finners and hypocrites 
in Zion ; nor with them that hold the truth in un~ 
righteoufnefe * nor with them who contend for the 
law as the only rule of life (which requires love to 
God and the neighbour), and pretend to a great 

B $ meafurc 
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mcafurc of both, and appear in fricndfhip ; give you 
the right-hand of fellowfhip, blefs your labours, de- 
clare publicly their great love and high opinion of 
you, as a lover of the Lord Jefus ; and, at the fame 
time, are working under ground with all manner of 
guile, deceit, hypocrify, and deceivablenefs of un- 
righteoufnefs, on purpofe to blow up both your re- 
putation and ufefulnefs. Friend Confidence^ make thy 
application ! This is no part of my religion : I am no 
friend to bu(h-fighting, or (hooting in fecret -, I love 
plain dealing. God dealt plainly with me ; and in 
my office he makes me deal plainly with others. 
Open rebuke is better than fecret love — then how much 
better than fecret guile, which is fo contemptible, 
that a perfon accufed of it is rendered an unfit mem- 
ber of a fociety of pick-pockets, and condemned as 
a traitor by a gang of thieves ! However wrong the 
Antinomian may be, this book is not likely to fet 
him right. 

Quot. He denies vital, experimental, perfonal union, 
wrought in the foul by faith. 

Answ. This any man may do, and be found in 
the truth too. If faith can work a vital, experi- 
mental, perfonal union, in the loul, one would think 
that faith itfelf muft be a divine perfon, bccaufe it is 
the efficient or working agent of vital union, which 
is what none but God can work. The bond of 
union is God's everlafting love to us in Chrift Jefus; 
and even Chrift, and faith too, are the blefled ef- 
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ft£k& of God's love to us : and none but God can : 
work this union in us ; as it is written— Aid the 
Lord thy God will circumcife thine hearty and the heart 
of thy feed> to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul, that thou may eft live. 
Deut. xxx. 6. At the time of this circumcifion the 
love of God is Jhed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Gboft, which is given to us ; and he that dwelletb in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him. This is bring-' 
ing the finner fenfibly into the bond of the covenant; 
which bond is the bond of eternal union with the co- 
venant Head : for it is under the influence of divine 
love that the believer is joined to the Lord, and 
made one fpirit with him. The bond of all perfeft- 
nefs is not our faith in God, but God's eternal love to 
us. The former is not the efficient caufe, but the 
effeft, of the latter. Love and faith are both fruits 
of the Spirit; but, as charity is greater than either 
faith or hope, it is not likely the lefler (hould work 
the greater. Faith is the evidence of things not feen, 
and the fubftance of things hoped for ; but full pofleflion 
wants no evidence, and things feen and enjoyed need 
no hope. The bond of union will be the fweeteft, 
and in full perfe&ion, when thefe ccafe ; for faith 
works by love, and the exercife of it works or pro- 
duces patience; but it never works union. Mr, 
Ryland muft know better than this. 

Quot. The Lord Jcfus Chrift is made of God fanfti- 

f cation to his people, as he is their great Head of Influence ; 

who imparts to every member of his myfticil body, by vir- 
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tec of his kingly office, his Holy Spirit, to fan&ify and 
make them holy in their own proper perfons. 

A nsw. Jefus Chrift is made fanff if cation to his 
people in his prieftly office. He affumed our nature, 
hc*bore our names ; and, by his offering, made an 
atonement for us as a prieft. He bore our fins, he 
removed our fins, he blotted out our fins, he purged 
Our fins, and that in his prieftly office, to which the 
making atonement belonged. Chrift is madeianc- 
tificatjon to us by executing his Father's will in the 
offering up of himfclf as a facrifice. By the which 
will we are fanElijied through the offering of the body of 
Jefus once for all. For by one offering he hath perfeEled 
for ever them that are fanBified. Wherefore Jefus, that 
be might fanftify the people with his own blood, fuffered 
without the gate. If all this be true, then Chrift is, 
in his prieftly office, by virtue of his one offering, 
the fan&ification of his people, and that by the will 
of God : and, if he hath by one offering perfected for 
ever them that are fan&ified, it muft follow that, in 
his prieftly office, he is the perfett fan ftifcation of his 
people; and they,, were made nigh by the blood of 
Chrift before they were brought nigh by ef£cj^$l 
calling. This work was finifhed upon the croft; 
and the believer is complete in him that finifhed it, 
and widiout fault before the throne : on which ac- 
count he is faid to be fanifified in Chrift Jefus, 
I Cor. i. 2. 

Hence it appears that, if not by imputation made 

fandti- 
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falsification, he is by the will and purpofe of God, 
who, in the bond of an everlafting covenant united 
us together and made us one, as furery and debtor 
arc one. Chrift was made a curfe, but we were 
bUrffcd in him; he was held by the hand of Juftice, 
but we were let go free ; the chaftifement fell on 
him, and peace fell to us; he was ftriped, and wc 
*were healed ; our old man was crucified with him, 
and we were viewed new creatures in him ; he died, 
bufwe lived ; he was the facrifice, and the atone- 
ment was ours. Thus, by the will and purpofe of 
God, he was made fan&ification ; and by his one of* 
fering he hath perfefted for ever them that arefanfli- 
fed. But, as to internal fancYification, it is the work 
of the third perfon in the trinity : as it is written, 
That the offering tip of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being fanSfified by the Holy Ghoji. Rom. xv. i6. 

Quot. By his juftijying rigbte$ufnefs he faves them 
from the guilt and condemnation of fin— which are the 
two firft propofitions I laid down— and this relates to his 
prie/lly office^ and is that which gives them a title to 
heaven. 

•« Answ. Why is the juftifying robe of righteouf- 
nefs, which the Saviour wrought out, confined to his 
prieftly office? A prieft under the law was not bound 
by his office to clothe the tribes of Ifrael, nor to pay 
their debts : it was wrought out by Chrift, in his 
office as furety, who undertook to pay the debt of 
perfect obedience to the law ; and the imputation of 

# 
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it to the debtor is the fovereigh work of the great 
creditor, who took the furety from prifon and from 
judgment, when the total fum to precept and penal- 
ty was paid. And to us itjbatt be imputed, if we be- 
lieve on him who raifed up our Lord c jefus Chrifi from 
the dead. By which fovereign aft of divine cle- 
mency, difplayed by imputation, the debtor is not 
only difcharged ; but, by virtue of this righteouf- 
nels on him, and the fpirit of promife given to him, 
the right eoufnefs of the law is fulfilled in him, while be 
walks not after the flefb> but after the Spirit. 

Quot. She fiiall not only be clear as the fun in her 
juftification, but {he (hall alfo be fair as the moon in her 
fan&ification. 

Answ. The church has been brought from un- 
der the moon-light difpenfation ever fince the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs rofe from the dead, and began to 
fhine out of Zion, the perfe&ion of beauty. The 
gofpel church is reprefented as having the moon un- 
der her feet, which is a very improper place for her 
lanftificationj for furely her inward glory is not to 
be trampled upon. 

Quot. This faith unites the foul to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; and, the moment the believer is made partaker of 
it, lie becomes one fpirit with the Lord. 

Answ. In a former quotation faith was faid to 
work a vital union ; but in this place is faid to be 
the uniting bond — and a very weak one at beft, and 

will 
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will laft no longer than death. The faints die in 
faith ; but we hear nothing of this work of union-, nor 
of this uniting ion J, nor of any ties or feats of faith 
beyond the grave. 

Quot. This faith makes Chrift precious; //purifies 
his heart, and conftrains him to hate (in, becaufe of its de<- 
formity ; becaufe it is Chrift's enemy, and crucified him j 
and becaufe Chrift abhors it, and a triune God abhors it. 
It conftrains him to love holinefs for its own beauty and ex- 
cellence. 

A nsw. For my part, I believe that, and that 
only, which conftrains a man to hate fin, is the love 
of the Almighty to him ; which, and only which, 
can produce a godly forrow for fin, and a hatred to 
it. When I was on the brink of black defpair un- 
der the law, I had a clear view and a ftrong faith in 
the holinefe, juftice, and beauty, of God. The ex- 
cellence of thefr, however, did not attraft my love, 
but drove me to defperation and madnefe. I pitied 
myfclf, loved fin in my heart, and wilhed that there 
were no God at all. But, when pardoning love 
operated upon my grief and forrow, and produced 
repentance never to be repented of, then I loved 
the Lord with all my heart and foul; not becaufe 
he was holy and beautiful* but becaufe of his good- 
nefs, loving-kindnefs, tender mercy, pity, and com- 
paffion, to fuch a curfed wretch as I was. The 
apoftles loved God becaufe he firft loved them ; 
Mary loved much becaufe fhe had much forgiven ; 

and 
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and the pfalmift loved the Lord becaufc he had 
heard the voice of his weeping, and had forgiven 
jhc iniquity of his fin. If perfons were to publifli a 
thoufand volumes of fuch head notions as thefe, heart 
religion would ever contradift them all. It is not 
enough for authors to know the fcriptures, they muft 
know the power of God alfo. 

Quot. Faith gives the foul viftory over fin, Satan, and 
the world. 

A nsw. If faith can do this, I fhould have no 
pbjedtion to fall down arid worihrp it. But I believe 
■that Chrift overcame- the work', and bids me be of 
good cheer on that account; and the fame con^ 
queror muft give me power to tread onferpents, Jcor- 
pionS) and all the power of the enemy, or elfe they 
would foon be too much for me. If ever I am made 
more than a conqueror, it m«ft be through him that 
hath loved me. My faith is (o far from giving me 
this vi£iory y that I am obliged to employ faith in 
every time of trouble ; to go with meffages, with 
petition after petition, till the Lord's ftrength, in an- 
fwer to faith's prayer, be made perfect in my weak- 
nefs. Inftead of faith's giving this vi&ory, the be- 
liever is obliged to lay hold of Chrift's ftrength, in 
order to keep his faich from linking. I know the 
apoftle fays, that this is the viftory that overcometh the 
worlds even our faith ; and that faith is a prevailing 
grace. But the objeB of faiih, and the fyftem of 
faith, are chief)/ intended in that paflage — the ob- 

jeff 
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jtB of faith, becaufe he has already obtained the vic- 
tory, and led captivity captive — the Jyfiem of faith, 
becaufe eternal victory is promifed and given in 
that fyftem. They that overcome do it by the blood 
of the Lamb, and the word of their tejlimony. By the 
former it is obtained for us ; in the latter it is pro- 
mifed to us. 

Quot. In this way the Lord Jefus Chrift fan&ifies his 
people, and a&ually faves them from the love and power 
of fin. 

A nsw. I am glad to hear that there are profef- 
fors in the church who have preflfed forward, and arc 
got fo nigh to perfe&ion ; and I believe it is true 
with refpeft to the inner man. But, for my own 
part, I will openly confefs that, although 1 can find 
in myfelf a principle that oppofes, refilts, and at 
<imes ftrongiy and fenfibly detcfts and hates all fin, 
£nd I lothe myfelf on Uie account even of the workr- 
ings of it; yet I find that, with tnyfl'fo, I not only 
4ove, but in many thingsyfcrp*, the law of Jin j which 
xhe contrary principle neither roots up, deft roys, nor 
perfe&ly keeps under. I believe that -fin (hall never * 
be my ruin $ and that the fovereign fway, or reign- 
ing power of fin, is defiroyed in my foul; and that 
the feed of Qod, or the new creature produced by a 
fpiritual birth in me, will never love fin: yet the 
life and power that I feel in the perpetual ftruggiings 
x)f fin arc fufficient to lay all my honour in the dull; 
#nd (o fend me, with humble confcfiion, confufion 
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of face, and contrition of heart, to God, in fecret 
prayer, from year's end to year's end : and there 
are many fins in the world which, in an unguarded 
hour, and in an infenfible frame, are prefented to my 
foolilh heart as a fweet morfeL — And, perhaps, if 
all was known, the compilers of this book can de- 
fcribe no more experience of the prpteding power 
of God, no more trophies of abftaining from fin, or 
viftory over it, nor any more ocular demonftrations 
of an averfion to it, than William Huntington. 

Quor. Holinefs of heart and life is indifpenfably necef- 
fary to enable the believer to maintain communion and fel- 
low fhip with God. 

A nsw. But the great queftion is, Where this 
holinefs of heart and life is to be had, in order to 
maintain this fellowfhip ? For my part, I find no 
other way of obtaining holinefs, either in heart or 
life, but by enjoying union and Communion with 
Chrift. So that holinefs is the effect of union, ac- 
cording to my feelings 5 and which I find no other 
way of keeping up, than by fervcnj prayer in pri- 
vate, humble confeffion, reading, meditating, and 
diligence in the ufe of means. Pointing to holinefs 
in heart and life, in order to maintain communion 
and fellowfhip, is always the method of thofe who 
deal in the letter ; but thofe whp are acquainted with 
Jefus by the Spirit, and who know the Spirit's 
work, have not fo learned Chrift — they tell the be- 
liever to hold faft the head, and that he can do no- 
thing 
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thing without him ; and to abide in the vine is the 
only way to bring forth much fruit. 

This book treats largely about the words fan&ifi- 
cation and bolinefs— but it is all forced: there is no 
one part of it that flows from a favoury, un&uous 
experience in the heart ; hor yet from the power, 
influence, or enjoyment, of the Spirit upon the foul. 
The whole of it is extorted, prefled, and fqueezed, 
from the letter of fcripture ; moulded together by 
the dint of human wifdom j and unpaturally deco- 
rated with a little fulfome, flowery rhetorick, rer 
fle&ed from the natural ingenuity of others. I am 
not alone in my judgment ; Confcience y when this 
book was written, bore the fame honed teftimony, 
Counfel in the heart is as deep water \f, and the words of 
Wifdom a flowing brook--b\iK. this treatife came not 
from thc/pring, but from the frejs. 

Quot. San&ifica£ion, then, it appeal's from the wor4 
pf God, i$ a perfonal thing, vyrpught itpon the foul by th$ 
power of the Holy Ghoft. 

Answ. In a former quotation Maria ? s per/onaf 
union was wrought in the foul hy faith, and the An- 
tinomian is charged with error for denying this, 
which Maria now denies herfel£ and fays it i$ 
wrought by the Holy Qhoft, That which made 
Canaan the holy land, Jerufalem the holy city, the 
temple the holy place, and Tabor the holy mount^ 
was the prefence and appearance of the Holy One 
f here > and that which makes a man an holy man is 

the 
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the indwelling and perpetual abiding of the Holy 
Ghofl: in him. He is the fpirit of power in the will ; 
the fpirit of love in the affections; the fpirit of re- 
velation in the mind; the fpirit of illumination in the 
undcrftanding ; the fpirit of faith in the heart; the 
fpirit of judgment to them that fit in judgment, and 
of ftrength to them that turn the battle to the gate ; 
and is an infallible witnefs in the court of confeience. 
He creates the fruit of the ljp, is a watch before the 
mouth, and gives motion to the tongue. He pro* 
duces a filial fear in the heart, and fets the objed of 
fear before the eyes. He bars both heart and ears 
againft the pretentions of deceivers, and attends the 
.ftund with joy to the heart when a child of wifdom 
IJears his teftimony. He gives both inclination and 
motion to the whole man; actuates the hands to 
honed labour, and (hakes them from di (honed gain, 
^[e teaches the eye to watch the goodnefs of God 
that paffes before the faint, *and fweetly conftrains 
him to purfue the leadings of Providence, and the 
footfteps of faith. He is a free fpirit among the 
free-born fons of Zion, a fpirit of unity to all. that 
are within the bonds of the covenant ; artd makes 
the heart of a believer leap for joy at the rapturous 
falutation of a heaven-born foul. The eledt, as 
confidered in Chi ill, were fan<5tified from eternity in 
the purpofc of God; and their fandtification was 
held forth in the promife of God ; and in their co- 
venant head they were fanftificd when he offered up 
himfelf i and by the word of truth when applied to 
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the heart, or they are? dean through the Word fpokfiA 
totfierh,' and they are fanctified by the* indwelling 
of the Holy Ghoft, as above defcribedl Btff, as C6 
fanftificaltion which is calted a f&fonal fbihg> wrought 
fjMff the fool by the power of the Holy Ghoft; I 
know nothing of, nor this book neither — Yet I de- 
clare before Gdcf that, notwithftandirig all the ca- 
lumny, reproach, hard names, and bad fpirit, with 
which I am loaded iand charged, I W6\A<$ not efc- 
changS what Chrrft has done for toy foul, atid by 
his Spirit wrought in me, and done by me> for alt 
the falsification of this book ; nor for all the pet- 
lonal holtntfs, fruitfulnels, and good W6rks, of ftite 
hundred fuch authors, put them all t6g*thef, for 
hurtv not God. 1 

Quot. From thefe two jarring principles, fo Oppofittt 
to each Otbtr, proceeds a continual warfare. Sometimes 
divine grate treads indwelling fin under ite feet, and then 
the christian is holy, humble, and happy in his God. At 
other times, fin rou-fes up all its powers, attempts to (hake, 
off the yoke, and even prevails (o far as to take the new 
man captive ; and then the Chriftian groan*, being burden-' 
e'd? Page* 31. ' 

Answ. • If this be true, the Chriftiari may well 
groari. And how can the believer himftlf be really 
delivered from the lo*e and dominion of all (in (ac* : 
cording to a former quotation), if the feed of God* 
the production of the Holy Gboft, thfc new mm of grace* 
falls under the prevailing power of fin, and is taken 
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captive ? Sin is Satan's ally, but the new man is in 
clofe alliance with the Spirit of God, The ftrong 
man armed muft, therefore, overcome Him that is 
ftronger than he, and regain his loft pofieffion, be- 
fore this new man, this principle of grace, which is to 
reign through righteoufnefs, can be conquered by 
the prevailing power of fin, fo as to be taken cap- 
tive. The diftinfition here between the believer, and 
the feed of God in him, is this : the believer is de- 
livered from thtyower of fin, but grace is taken cap- 
tive by fin. To fpeak without irony, and without 
lightncfi— I dq believe in my confeience that per- 
fons who learn notions, and a wild cant,. from the 
Jitter of the fcriptures, and from the people of God; 
who darken and confound every thing they learn, 
being ignorant, and deftitutc of the power of God ; 
and who get into a profeffion of religion/ and pub- 
lifh fuch ftrange gibbcrifh as this, and blend the 
facred names of fan&ification and the HolyOhoft 
with their own fubtle inventions — are guitty of Ipi- 
ritual wickednefs ; and their fin, in the great day* 
will be found to be more dreadful than that of the 
openly profane curfers and fwearers, who never once 
troubled themfelves or interfered with religion. And 
(tire I am that the aim and end of fuch people can 
be nothing but feeking honour from the blind and 
ignorant, and a livelihood in idlenefs ; to perplex 
and puzzle fetking finners, and to oppofe and black- 
en thofe whom God has fent to lead them. 

Quot* 
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Quof. ThA next thing I mean to confider is that grand 
Antinomian tenet, that the moral law has ceafed to be the 
rule of a believer's conduft, as much as it has ceafed to be 
a covenant of works. 



Answ. My reader will obferve here that the only 
rule of life is now termed the rule of conduR. Pray, 
docs the author, or do the authors, of this book 
make the Moral Law the rule of their conduct ? Do 
they labour fix days, and do all they havfe to do r 
Do they keep holy every Saturday, not doing their 
Own works, nor finding their own pleafure, nor 
{peaking their own words, on that day ? Do they 
teach them diligently ? Do they talk about this law 
When they fit in their houfe, when they walk by the 
Way, when they fie down, and when they rife up ? 

o they bind them for a fign upon their hands, and 
wear them as frontlets between their eyes ? Do they 
write them upon the polls of their houfe, and upon 
their gates ? Dcur. vi. Do they love God, whom 
they have not feen, when they knowingly endeavour 
to injure his children (in his own work) whom they 
have feen ? Or, is loving in word inftead of deed 
the love that the law requires ? Do they not take 
the name of God in vain when they pretend to the 
operations of the Holy Ghoft, and tell us that a par- 
taker of grace is delivered from the power of fin, 
but that the grace of God is prevailed over and 
taken captive by fin ? Do they not kill when they 
bear enmity againft the juft without caufe, and begin 

C 2 and 
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and pra&ife hypocrify againft thofe that never med- 
dled with them ; and fhoot in fecret at thofe whom 
God has called, commiffioned, owned, andbleffed* 
and whofe life and conduft exceed that of their owrr, 
confeience and themfelves being judges? Andj if 
they themfelves are fo holy, fa filled with over- 
coming faith, fo infallible in judgment, and fo fane- 
tified in life, how is it that they do no good in their 
day and generation ? What fruits, or effe&s, appear 
by ocular demonftration, either in themfelves or 
their pupils ? Do they ever return in the power of 
the Spirit ? or r is their fame ever fpreadt abroad ui 
any other way but by the found of thcrr own trum- 
pet I Do they not commit adultery while they pre- 
tend to an union with the bridegroom of the church, 
though they can give no account of the : death of 
their firft h.ufband ? Do they not ftealaway the name 
of a minifter of the Spirit, in whpm the righteouf- 
nefs of die law is fulfilled,, and palm him with the 
name of Antinomian, becaufe he does not fay what 
the word of God never declared 'to. be any one part 
of the confeffion of his faith I Do they Bot bear falfe 
witnefs when they artfully reprefent thofe as minifters 
*©f fin whom God has* made minifter* of righteouf- 
nefs? Po they ftand clear jn any of thefe things? J>o 
they love their neighbour as themfelves, when they 
fpeak fair to his face, wifh him fuccefs, exprefs their 
love to bim and readinefs to affifthim 5 while, at the 
feme time, they are working under ground to blow 

up all his ufefulnefs I 

QyoTo 
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Quor. That, to the believer in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the Moral Law has ceafed to exift as a covenant of work*, 
is a grand and glorious truth ; and Is granted on both Tides' 
of the qucltion. 

A nsw. If the law has ceafed to exift as a cove- 
nant of works to the believer in Chrift, then it caa 
haye no power over him, either to command or 
condemn him, feeing it hath loft its very cxiftence. 
But has the law ceafed to exift as a covenant of 
Works ? Pray when did it expire ? When was it, 
with refpeft to its binding and killing power, repeal- 
ed, or divefted of its divine fan&ion ? If it has loft 
irs commanding power to do for life, and its power 
to condemn to death in cafe of difobedience, it has 
loft all the power it now has, or ever had. And^ iP 
the Saviour came to deprive the law of this power, * 
he came to deftroy it ; for what is a law without 
commanding and condemning power ? This is mak- 
ing void the law through faith; for diverting the 
law of irs authority can never be called eftablifhing 
it. The Galatians found it no lefs than a yoke of 
bondage when they turned their back on the grace 
of God, in order to make the law the perfecting end : 
of Chrift for falsification ; which is all that this 
book aims at. And, for my own part, I ftill find 1 
that, if I lofe fight of Jefus, and begin to live and 
Conduit myfelf by that letter, inftead of walking by 
faith, it foon becomes a yoke of bondage to me, 
^rid, although (as fome fay) the law is in the hand 

C3 of 
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of Chrift ; yet, as many as arc of the tyorks of it 
are^ftilljinder the qurfe of it; and as many as will 
"S found un3er it7 even lfi the great day, will he 
judged by it ; and receive the dreadful fentence of it, 
even from the mouth of him who magnified it, and 
made it honourable. It will be a fiery law in the 
hand of Jefu$, as well as in the hand of Mofes; and 
the fire of wrath that is kindled in it will burn to the 
loweft hcsJL 

Qijot. Becaufe the Lord Jefus is become the end of the 
law, both moral and ceremonial, for righteoufnefs, to every 
one that believeth. 

Answ. If Chrift is the end of the law for righte- 
pufnefs, he is not the deftroying, but the fulfilling 
end. The law is ftill a yoke for $he fervant, and a, 
trap for the hypocrite : that which fhould have been 
for his welfare, by driving him to Chrift, becomes 
a trap, by his trailing in it; and the way that 
feems fo right to a man is, in the end, the way of 
death* becaufe life is fought by the miniftration of 
death. 



\ 



Quot. 1 (hall not, therefore, take up any time, or 
employ any pains, to prove that here, becaufe we are al- 
ready agreed upon that fubjeft. But, that the moral law 
ought ftill to t>e considered as the rule of a believers condufl, 
is as great a truth. It is the eternal rule of righteoufnefs, an^ 
is incapable of any variations. 

Answ. I believe the law to be the only rule of 
righteoufnefs, and life too, to every one that, is un- 
der. 
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der it. And as fuch Chrift always ufed it — What 
Jhatt I do to inherit eternal life ? — What is written in 
the law ? bow readefi thou ? — This do, and thoujhalt 
live. — If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. The law is your rule of life— do that, and 
thou Jhalt live. But the foul that hungered and 
thirfted after righteoufnefs he always called to him- .. 
felf, and told him to abide in him, and then he 
fhould bring forth much fruit ; but, if he did not 
abide in him, he would be caft forth as a withered 
branch, and be fit for nothing but the fire. If the 
law be " incapable of any variations," according to 
this quotation, when did it ceafe to exift as a co- 
venant of works ? according to the former quota- 
tion ; for we are not agreed upon this palpable con- 
tradi&ion. 

Quot. Amongft men, the idea of a king and people 
fuppofes alfo a law fubfifting between the parties ; agree-, 
able to which, the king is to govern, and the people to 
frame their actions. 

Answ. But this law is not the moral law j for, if 
Chrift rules his fubje£ts by that, according to the 
^ftions they frame, he muft deftroy them all together 
as rebels, for they all offend. But he receives gra- 
cious gifts for the rebellious (not killing precepts), 
that the Lord God may dwell among them- It is 
the law of faith that goes forth out of Z ion, and the 
word of life that goes from Jerufalem. The Lord 
Jball/endthe Rod of thy firength out ofZion: rule thou, 

C 4 in 
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& tbt tnijjt of thine mm**. Pfel. c%. 1. Buf then 
the jrcoral hw i$ not the jR^ of bis firmhgtbi that is 
^##fc through tht fiejh. Chrift fays, Bind the t$ir 
mop* Jtd the law, among my difcipks* Ifa. viii. 16. 
The teftimony of the gofpel is received in the bond 
pf love, and the law of faith is attended with the 
fc#l of the Spirit : The day you believed* fays Paul, 
yt were feakd %viib the holy Spirit of pro wife* But 
Qod does not fet this feal to the preaching of the 
moral law ; He, therefore, that minifteretb the Spirit, 
and worketb miracles among you, doth be it by tbt 
"works of the law? Gal. iii. 5. No, he doth not* 
j* Minifters of the letter are notfealed themfelves; nor 
n f << j/i y oes God attend their miniftrv with his feal: for 
*** c they are fervants of corruption ; they know not what 
they fay, nor whereof they affirm -, and therefore 
can confirm nothing but their own ignorance, and 
the bondage of their audience. And this is evident; 
for fome, who contend for the law, are obliged to 
write and read their fermonsj which proves that 
they ferve in the oldnefs of the letter, -and not in the 
"newnefs of the Spirit, Take them, reader, to the 
law, and to the teftimony— that is, to the law of 
faith, and to the teftimony of the gofpel ; and, if 
they fpeak not accoVding to this word of life, it is 
becaufe there is no light in them. Life and immor- 
tality arc not brought to light in their fouls by the 
gofpel ; they are under the yoke of the moral law ; 
and the old vail is ftill upon their heart in reading 
the Old Teftament j which vail and yoke are done 

away 
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away in Chrift, and an cafier yoke given. The law 
of faith is fo complete, that whatfoever is not done 
in obedience thereto, and from faith therein, is no 
better than rebellion and wickednefs : Wbatfoever U 
not of faith is fin. 

Stand faft, reader, in the liberty wherewith Chrift 
hath made thee free, and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage. The law has lately obtained 
a great many names which it never bore before, and 
which the bond-children in the prefent age have- 
given it. 

1 One divine calls it the evangelized law, which 
implies that the covenant of works is now turned 
iato the covenant of grace ; that the minifter of the 
letter, by this turn, is now the minifter of the 
Spirit ; and that he who works, his work is reckon- 
ed to be of grace ; and he that worketh not, but 
believeth, is an Antinomian, and the reward is 
reckoned to him of debt. This is turning things 
upfide down, which is to be efteemed as potters clay. 
I fa. xxix. 1 6. 

- Another divine differs from the laft ; and fays, 
cc The moral law is the legal covenant of grace 5"— 
which is as good fenfe as to talk of white charcoal* 
for it is no lefs than a contradi&ion in terms : and is, 
in effe&, to fay that the miniftry of death is now the 
grace of life; the miniftration of condemnation is 
now the miniftration of righteoufnefs ; the law that 
worked wrath now works love i the enmity is now 
1 recon- 



/ 
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reconciliation > the yoke of bondage is now the evan- 
gelical yoke of gofpel obedience j and that which 
was engraven on tables of ftone is now written on 
the flelhly tables of the heart; and the killing letter 
is now the quickening Spirit* 

Others differ from the latter, and tell us that 
<c Chrift came to bring us to the law, and to enable 
us to keep it," Hence the law is not a fchool- 
iriafter to bring us to Chrift, but Chrift is the 
fchool-mafter to bring us to the law; to fly from 
wrath is to fly from Jefus 5 and to fly for refuge is 
tp go to the law for holineft. According to which 
ftnfe Mofes, the fervant, has more honour than the 
Matter ; and the houfe has more honour than him 
that built it. 

Others differ from thefej and tell us that " The 
law is the only rule of a believer's life ;" by which 
lje is to walk, and not by faith ; by which he is to 
live, and not by faith j by which he is to work, and . 
not by faith, Thefe make void the promife of God> 
.and make faith of none effeft. 

Others tell us that " Chrift came to enable be- 
lievers to keep the lawj" which entirely contra- 
dicts the complaint of Zion, who declares that all 
her righteoufnefles are as filthy rags. But the old 
man muft be dead in our days, and there can be no 
law in the members warring againft the law of the 
mind now ; no flefh in the believer that loves the 
}j*w of fin : and, though the apoftles in many things. 

aH 
4 
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$U of them offended! yet believers in this age never 
offend at all ; which makps their obedience perfect, 
and the Saviour's of lefs worth. 

But the authors of this book differ from all the 
foregoing. For we are informed (page 42) that 
<c The moral law has ceafed to exift as a covenant 
of works/* And, in the fame page, the I4W is de- 
clared to be cc The eternal rule of righteoufnefs, 
and is incapable of any variations." If it has ceafed 
%o be what it once was, it mqft haye varied fome 
way or other. And we are like wife told that the 
believer is delivered from the power of fin ; but that? 
dip new piap of grace is overcQme, apd held captive, 
by fin. 

I Notwithftanding all thefe various changes, altera* 
fions, fluxes and refluxes, which men have made in 
the eternal rule of righteoufnels, and unalterable law 
of works, fure I am that heaven and earth fhall pais 
away before one jot or tittle of the law (hall fail of its 
unlimited demands, its killing power, or its threat- 
ened vengeance, which it will moft afluredly exadk 
o£ or execute on, all that are found under it, whe- 
ther it be Ghrift the furety or the felf- righteous, who 
rejeft his fatisfaftion. And I believe that the prq- 
duftions of fuch barren authors as thefe only ferve to 
(hew us the truth of the Holy Ghoft's aflertion, that 
thofe, who turp afide to vain jangling, and defireto 
JDe teachers of the law* know not what they fay, 
por whereof they affirm. 

Qur fwora enemy to the Antinomian now goes on 

to 



44 THE BROKE* CISTERN, 

to defcribe the bands and cords that hold the King 
of Zion and his loyal fubje&s together, 

. Quot. As to his fubje&s, they are under a threfeold 
obligation to pay the mofl ready, cheerful, and prompt 
obedience, to whatever commands he is pleafed to give 
them. In the firft place, a natural obligation ; as they are 
not only his fubje&s, but the creatures which his hand* 
formed out of the dud. 

Answ. This was Adam's tie, but it would no* 
hold him, much lefs us. ChrifVs cords are of an- 
other nature— he gives grace for obedience to the 
faith ; and works in us both to will and to do of his 
own good pleafure ; and this obedience is acceptable 
to him : but all that is extorted by the law, or that 
fprings from nature, or any other principle but that 
of his own implanted grace, is reje&ed, as fervicc 
in the oldnefs of the letter, or as the eye-fervice of 
a hypocrite, or the drudgery of a flave. Chrift will 
not be ferved in the chains of a galley, but with {he 
wings of a dove. a 

Quot. What can be more evident, than that every 
creature is under a natural obligation to obey the commands 
of its Creator ? 

Answ. But it (hould be confidered that nature 
has loft the ufe of her limbs; is wholly corrupt j 
and, the more flie ftirs, the more mifchief (he does. 
Hence a divine nature is given to keep her in fub- 
jedtfon. Self muft be denied i flefh and blood are 

not 



ANJ> THE SrAIN^IH^ ¥?£|X. 4Jf 

not to be conferred with ; natural fcafon is oppofitc 
to faith, and they that are in tbeflejb cannot fUafe God% 
nor are they the children of God. 

Qi t ot. Secondly, Amoral litigation; as they are not 
only creatures, but creatures pofleflcd with rationality, 
grand, reafoning, thinking faculties. 

Answ. The Jewifh pharifees abode by thi* 
moral obligation, and exerted their ftrongeft facul- 
ties both in reafoning and thinking ; but they always 
reafaned wrong, nor did they ever think right ; and 
therefore God hid his myfteries from them. Betides* 
the carnal mind is enmity, and the law worketb 
wrath : fi> that no bufmefs can go on to purpefe 
while thpfe two are contending; until fovereiga 
grace fubdoes the latter, and .delivers us from the 
former, in order that we may ferve God m newnefs of 
the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the letter $ . and wor* 
(hip God in the beauty of holinefs, and not with aft 
hypocritical worfbip, enforced by legal threatening, 
^fcr extorted by fervile fear. As for depraved Ra- 
tionality, (he very often lofcs herfelf in divine myf- 
teries. She rauft look before (he leaps, and com- 
prehend the end before (lie begins the work. A 
divine warrant is not fufficient for her. 1 have read^ 
in Dr. Pricftlcy's works, of his propagating a ra- 
" Hanoi Cbriftianity > but it is vifible that incompre- 
hcnfible myfteries, which are the heights of heaven, 
and deeper than hell (Job xi. 8% have quite drown- 
ed the do&or and all his rationality together. Strong 

reafons 
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rcafons are bften brought forth againft the King of 
Jacob. I fa* xlh 21. Faith muft reafon, if any good 
be done by reafoning. Faiths like a good fervant; 
goes when fhe is bid, and comes when (he is called. 
tty faith Ahrahdfh obeyed* and weht oui> not'knowing 
whither he weni-^* which to depraved rationality is a 
naild-goofe chafe > and to carnal reafon foolijhne/s* All 
our thoughts muft be brought irito captivity to thd 
obedience of Chrift, or elfe we (hall never think 
fbbcrly, as we ought to think. " Raticfnality, with 
her grand reafonings and thinkings/' mtift be kept 
within bounds, like a reftive horfe 1 and that not 
by a moral precept, but by reftraining gfacfc, if 
ever the (inner be admitted to felloWlhip wifli Chrift; 
The gofpel is Calculated and pub lifted to ftain the 
pride of all glory, to take the wife in their own traf- 
tineft, to bring into contempt all the honourable of 
the earth, and to puzzle the wife arid prudent i arid,* 
though it is the wifdom of God in va myftery> yet it is 
to them that perijh foolifbnefs. This wifdom is to dis- 
play the riches of divine grace, to the glory of Go4P 
and the humiliation of the flnner ; and not to ag- 
grandize Rationality, with her train of vain reafon- 
ings and free-thinking ; but to put her at the foot- 
ftool, as altogether incapftble of the chair in thefe 
matters : If any man will be wife, let him become a fool* 
that he may be wife — which to the carnal reafoner and 
free-thinker is a contradiftion in terms* and an irra- 
tional fpeech. ' My reader muft take thefe treble 
obligations together, and then he will fee what the 

wife 
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wife man's threefold cord, which is not quickly 
broken, means j which in this book is called the 
bands and cords of Zion's King, which the pharifees 
broke afunder, and call from them. PfaL ii. 2,3. 
But fureJy, if it had been the threefold cord of the 
wife man, they would not have broken it fo eafily* 
Fallen nature, however, furnifhes out the main 
band ; the broken law the next ; and, as for grace, 
that only brings up the rear. Fallen nature, in her 
low eftate, contributes her cord towards the fupport 
of this kingdom, which is not of this world : the 
law, which is weak through the flelh, affords great 
afliftance to the kingdom of grace, which is not of 
works, either in whole or in part j nor in word* 
much lefs in a killing letter : and, though the fpi- 
ritual obligation is brought in lad, yet the dominion 
of grace is not of this world, nor is the firft obliga- 
tion from men : nor is the moral law any band of 
it, for the kingdom is fpiritual, not legal : it is not 
in word, but in power ; in righteoufnefs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft $ neither of which is from flelh 
and blood, nor from Sinai, but from fovereign grace 
in Chrift. 

Quot. And, thirdly, a fpiritual obligation. 

Answ. The firft, the grand, and the moft noble 
tie of the kingdom of grace, is here rcprefented to 
be " A natural obligation" — our being creatures 
formed out of the duft. This is the law of heathens 1 

Mrho 
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who arc a law to thefnfelves, and who (in without 

• • • 

the moral law, and (hall pcrifh without law: and 
fhofe heathen* who cleaved to this faw Were the 
greateft enemies to the gofpeL The fecond is th€ 
law of Mofes, which the bond-woman and her chil- 
dren are under, who fin in the law, and fhall be 
judged by the law. The pharifees, who cleaved to 
this obligation, were the people that imagined a vain 
thing, who broke Z ion's bands afondef, and caft 
her cords from them. The third is z/piritual obli- 
gation. This is of grace and truth, which Came by 
Jefus Chrift. And I believe that the bond of the 
covenant of grace, and perfeft liberty by the law of 
truth, will produce more good fruits, in one faint, 
to the glory of God, than ten thoufand volumes of 
fuch do&rines as thefe will in the whole bulk of 
Maria's gentle readers. The covenant of grace 
makes a minifter fruitful in good works, and fruitful 
in fpiritual converts -, as is declared by the teftimony 
of God : My covenant of life and peace was with Levi* 
and I gave them to him> for the fear wherewith her 
feared me, and was afraid before my name. The law 
of truth was in his mouthy and iniquity was not found 
hi bis lips. He walked with me in peace and equity 9 
and did turn many away from iniquity. Mai. ii. 5, 6. 
Hence it appears that the covenant of life and pe^cc, 
and the law of truth, did not lead him to licenriouf- 
fiefs, but made him a good and ufeful man. Neithar 
the law of heathens, nor the law of Mofes, is the rod 

of 
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of C brill's ftrcngth. Which was fent out of Zion, and 
by* which be rulfcs in the midft of Jerufalem. Nci- 
*Rerof thefe obligations make his fubjefts a willing 
people, i Pfal. ex. : 2y $ 5 but ■ thfc pbwer of ' grace dif- 
played.-- •- 

QaoT. As for me, fays Paul, I am determined to 
know; nothing but Jefus Ghrift. * God .focbid that I ihduld 
glory, fave in the crofs of my Lord Jefus Chrift. But he 
alfo adds — I am not without law to God, hut under thi law 

tO Chrift. ■ ' ' V .' ;■■; ^ 7 [fl^l 

: ■ \ • ' 

; . '.\ . - ■ 

Answ. But what law was that which Paul had 
to God ? Was it the law of works ? " No/' f^ith 
Paul; <c we are delivered from the law ; we are nqt 
under the law, but under grace." And fo faith the 
apoftle's quotation — / will put my lams into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them j and their 
fins and iniquities will 1 remember no more. Heb. x. 
1 6, 17. And what laws are thefe ? Are they the 
law of Mofes or the law of heathens ? " Nay/' faith 
Paul, " neither of them." For God, finding fault 
with them, faith, Behold, the days come when I will 
make a new covenant with the houfe of Ifrael, and with 
the houfe of Judah : not according to the covenant that 
1 made with their fathers in the day when I took them 
by the hand, to lead them out of the land of Egypt-, be- 
caufe they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded 
them not, faith the Lord. Here is a-'new covenant; 
and, in that he faith, a new covenant, he hath made 
fhefirft old. Heb. x< 8 — 13. The law and the pro* 
! ■ . ■ D phets 
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pbets were until John, faith Chrift : fwce that time the 
kingdom of God is preached^ and every man prejjeth into 
it. Luke xvi. 16. Am} it is tfrofe, and only thofe 
who feel the terrors of the moral law, and the ac- 
cufations of the law of nature, that prefs into thi* 
kingdom, 

Quot. I ant under the law to Chrift, faith Paul. 

Answ. But what law was that, in Chrift, that 
Paul was under ? He is of age ; he (hall fpeak for 
himfelf : For the law of the Spirit of life in Chrift 
Jefus hath made me free from the law of Jin and death. 
Rom. viii. 2. Here Paul tells us that the Holy Spi- 
rit hath a law, as the gofpel is called the miniftry of 
the Spirit -, and that this law of the Spirit is in Chrift 
Jefus y and that the operation of it on Paul's heart 
made him free from the deftroying power of the law 
of (in, and from the binding and datiining power of 
the law of death, engraven on tables of ft one: or, in 
other words, this law of the Spirit made Paul free 
from what you call natural and moral obligations ; 
which are the miniftrations of death. 

Quot. For I delight in the law after the inner man. 

Answ. Paul was renewed in the fpirit of his 
mind. The new covenant (not the old) was put 

m 

into Pauls heart, and in his mind had the Lord 
written it : and with his renewed mind he ferved 
this law of God i for Paul ferved in newnefs of the 
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Spirit, and not in the ot&ntfs of the btter% Being made 
Free from the miniftratiori of death engraven on 
ftone (Rom. Viii. a)* whiich> he fay§, Worketh 
ttfrath (Rom. iv. i£)j he Was enabfed to perform 
fpiritual Tervice. And, as the law of the Spirit in 
Ghtift revealed to Paul an imputed rightfeoufiiefs 
adequate to the law, and produced true holinefi in 
IPaul, which the law requires j and the love of God 
fhed abroad in his heart, which the law calls for i 
£aui knew by thefe things that the righteoufiiefs of 
the law was fulfilled in him* though not by him $ 
therefore he could do no lefs than love this law of 
the Spirit after the inner man. 

QiroT. What law } The motel law. Some fay, the 
law of love; And I grant it ; for the moral law and the 
law of love are fynonymous terms, and mean one and the 
felf-fame thing. 

Answ; If the moral law, engraven bn tables of 
Hone, is the law of love, then no great thanks can 
be due to him who redeemed them that wete under 
this law ; not* are we much indebted to free grace, 
which delivered us from it* For what yoke can bd 
fo eafy as this law of love ? Not the Saviour's yoke* 
for that is attended with a daily crofs, and many lips 
of the bitter cup, which this moral law of love doth 
not enjoin. I never knew till now that the moral 
law was ever called the law of love. God calls it a 
fiery law— that the fire of it was kindled in his an- 
ger—that it worketh Wrath, and is the miniftration 
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of death and condemnation— that thofe who are of 
the works of it are under the curfe of it ; for to him 
that worketh-the reward is reckoned of debt) which he 
can never pay; and which law is the ftrength of 
fin, and will imprifon every fuch debtor till the ut- 
tnoft mite be paid; for heaven and earth fhall pqfs 
away before one jot or tittle of the law fhall fail ; fail 
Of its power, of its unlimited demands, or of the 
execution of its dreadful curfes. Vain jangling, in- 
deed ! The love of God in Chrift Jefus— the bond 
of the everlafting covenant— the firft fruit of the 
Holy Ghoft — the conftraining power of the law of 
the Spirit— is here palmed upon the law of Mofes ! 
Grace and truth, the effects of fovereign love, came 
by Mofes; but Antinomianiiin. and licemioufnefs, 
according to this book, came by Jefus Chrift. 
Such publications as thefe may fcrve to eafe the 
minds of authors who envy the happinefs and fuccefs 
of God's fervants. They may ferve to blacken 
their characters, to harden carnal profeflbrs againft 
the grace of" Chrift, to ftagger the minds of the 
Grnple, and to keep up the popularity of thofe 
whofe emptinefs God is pleafed to difcover to his 
own children; but I believe fuch writers will find 
the latter end to be bitternefs. 

If a man, who had tranfgreffed the laws of his 
country, and who was tried and condemned to death 
by the fame, and who Ihould receive a free pardon 
from the fovereign clemency of his king at the place 
of execution, fhould afcribe his pardon to the love 

of 
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of the law, inftead of the undeferved love of his 
king; and attribute his falvation from- death to the 
law that dealt the fentence of death to him; he 
would not only (hew the greateft ingratitude to .the 
grace of his fovereign, but give fufficient proof that 
he was touched with infanity. The cafe is the fame 
here. The law was added becaufe of tranfgreJJion y that 
Jin by it might appear Jin ; that the offence might abound '; 
yea, that Jin might become exceeding Jinful -, that every 
mouth might bejlopped by it, and the whole world be* 
come guilty before God; and that judgment might 
come upon all men unto condemnation. Here they all 
lie under the fentence of death, and are children of 
wrath when grace finds them. And they are par- 
doned ; but pardon is of the new covenant, not of 
the old. And they are juftified ; but not through 
the law, but through the righteoufnefs of faith. 
And they are fandtified ; but not through nor by thii 
law, for God doth not mtnifter the Spirit by the 
works of the law, but by the preaching of faith. 1 
And they are faved ; but falvation is not of works; 
for by grace are we faved, through faith, and that 
not of ourfelves. And we are glorified 5 but, if 
they that are of the law be heirs of glory, faith is 
made void, and the promife made of none effeft. 
Salvation and glorification are of fovereign love. 
And, according to this book, the grand fource of 
all is to be found in the law, for that is the law of 
love \ confequently thofe' which be of the law muft be 
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heirs $ the Jaw muft have the praife, and man's boafU 
ing mud be eftablifhed. , 

Quot. Neither Paul nor James had any idea that the 
Moral law was abolished and done away. 

Answ. Nor did any real faint eyer dream of thfl 
moral law being abolifhed, until this book appeared^ 
which tells us that " the moral law has ceafed tat 
exift 3s a covenant of works :'■' which is abolilhing 
its commanding and condemning power; and is, iq 
effeft, making it void, and doing it away. I fay 
that we are redeemed from the condemning power 
of thie law by die blood of Chrift y and delivered 
from its commanding power (which is Do, cmdlivt} 
by the grace pf God and the gift of righteoufnefs. 
The blood g( the covenant gives a fatisfaftory an- 
fwer to the fentence of the law, by declaring me re^. 
deemed from death ; and imputed righteoufnefs gives 
^n anfwer to the precept of the law, by declaring 
the juft JhaU Ikoi by faitL And he that denies this 
denies the fatisfa&ion of Chrift, either by his a&ive 
or paffiye obedience, ' Nor does preaching this faith 
make void the law, butt eftablilh it. Redeeming 
my foul from death, $nd juftifying me by faith, doth 
pot abolijh the law from its fcat^ but deliver my 
foul from its yoke, that I might ferve Qod in truth^ 
not with eye-fervice ; from a principle of love to 
him, not fron^ the fear of damnation from him ; it\ 
the newnefs of the Spirit,, not in the oldnefs of the 
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letter ; from a fenfe of pardon, not from fear of 
puniflimentj in the tics of gratitude, not in the 
ihackles of torment ; as a dutiful fon, not as a par- 
tial hireling. Is the law againjl tbepromifes of God t 
God forbid! 

Our prefent fovefeign pardons many condemned 
criminals, but he doth not abolilh his laws by the 
a&s of his grace j but thofe who defpife the a&s of 
his clemency, and cleave to the law that condemned 
them, muft die, for the law can Ihew them no fa- 
vour* So thofe that turn their back upon the law 
of faith, and go to the law of works, fall from 
grace, and Chrift (hall profit them nothing. If the 
righteoufnefs of the law be fulfilled in the man that 
walks in the Spirit, how can the miniftry of the 
Spirit make void the law ? If a woman capable of a 
numerous progeny marries, and live* ten years with 
a man, and all that time continues barren, fhe con- 
tributes nothing, during all that period, towards po- 
pulating the nation to which (he belongs ; and Wif- 
dom fays, In the want of people is the deJlruEiion of the 
prince. But, if fuch a woman's hufband die, and 
fhe marries again, and, by the fecond hufband, bears 
ten or twenty children, that are ufeful in the army* 
navy, or to fociety* does fhe any injury, either to 
the government or laws of her country, by her fruit- 
fulnefs ? Is fuch an one entitled to the name of an 
outlaw, or an Antinomian, for this ? J fuppofe not. 
The parallel holds good ; for, when we were in the 
fle/h) the motions of fins > which were by the law, did 
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work in our members to bring forth fruit unto, death'. 
Rom. vii. 5. Here is fruit brought forth unto 
death* but no fruit to the living God. The fir ft 
hufband, by his killing operations, and by his gen* 
dering to bondage, which contrafts the womb of 
the foul, inftead of enlarging it, becomes a killing 
letter ; and the barren foul becomes dead to that 
deadly miniftratiQn, or to that hufband, and may be 
married to another. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chrift \ that 
ye fhould be married to another, even to him who is 
raifed from the dead, that we fhould bring forth fruit 
unto God (Rom. vii. 4), fome an hundred fold, feme 
fixty fold, fome thirty fold. Matt. xjii. 8. 

The bond woman (with refpedt to God) is faid 
to be barren, becaufe fhe brings not forth the fruits 
of the Spirit; nor does (he hring fortii fpiritual chil- 
dren to God, becaufe fhe is not married unto him. 
With refpeft to a divine hufband, ilie is defolate; 
and, with refpedt to God, fhe is barren. Yet fhe 
brings forth fruit unto death in a twofold fenfe. 
Firft, Dead works. Secondly, Dead children. More 
are the children of the defolate than the children of the 
married wife, faith the Lord. But then thefe chil- 
dren are in bondage to the miniftration of death, 
under the fentence of death, and bound down to the 
fear of death. And a minifter of the letter is a dead 
man, and the letter of which he is the minifter kill- 
eth \ and his profelytes are, as Chrift fays, the chil- 
<iren of hell, baftards, bale- born, children of the 
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fleflu The/e are not the children of God; but the cbil* 
dren of the promife are counted for the feed} for -in 
Adam all die. Thcf decree of heaven has not brought 
forth fuch a minjfter (Zeph. ii. 2)5 the fecret of 
ele&ion is hot with him. Hence the divine pro- 
hibition j He that hath his ftones broken fhall not be a 
frtefi.Xxy. xxi. 20, 21. They that are broken off 
through unbelief, and are deftitute of the fecret 
myftery of faith, are dead men, minifters of the 
killing letter ; arid, though they and their profelytes 
oiay-h^ve a name to live, yet the Saviour fays they 
arerde^d.. 

Quqt. Some fay, the law cannot be a perfelt rule of 
condifcl:, becaufe it fays nothing upon fome fubjedh which 
are noted in the precepts of the New Teftament. 

» 

Answ. The moral law mentions nothing of re- 
pentance towards God, nor does it accept it. The 
law i* not of faith, nor is faith of the law: it neither 
defcribes it, promifes it, nor gives any information 
concerning it. But the good- will of God in Chrift 
Jefus does all this, and gives a man grace tp per- 
form what God requires. And it is a pity that a 
difpenfauon which brings glory to Gcd in the higheji, 
on earth peace, and . gOQd-will towards men, (hould 
have no better a name than that of Antinomian- 
ifm. I believe the law to be more than a rule 
of conduit to them that are under it ; for Paul fays 
that whatfoever the law faith, it faith to them that are 
undir the law. It is to the bond- children a rule of 
6 work : 
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work : What is written in the law ?—Jfbis do — Keep 
the commandments. It is the rule of con verfation : 
Thoufhalt talk of this law as thou Heft down, and rifefi 
up , as thou goeft out, and comeft in* It is the rule of 
life : This do, and thou Jhalt live, h is the rule of 
righteoufnefs : This Jhall be our rigbteottfitefS) if we 
ebferve to do all thefe commandments. Dcut. vi. 25* 
It is there a perfedt rule of conduft : If a man keep 
the whole law, and offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all: yea, cur fed is he that continueth not in all things > 
written in the book of the law, to do them. It is a rule 
for the fervant from firft to laft, and a rule to be 
continued in ; and by this rule (hall all the bond- 
children be judged at the great day. He that Jin- 
neth in the law Jhall be judged by the law. 

But the myflery of faith, the law of the Spirit, 
Ttfhich comes from the good- will of God in Chrift 
Jefus, (which is one and the fame thing) is the fon's 
rule of life. // is the will of the Father that every 
*ne thatfeeth the Son, and believeth on him, Jhoutd have 
everlafting life. The jujl Jhall live by faith ; and by 
faith he is to abide in Chrift, that he may be fruitful $ 
and by faith to receive from Chrift's fulnefe grace 
and ftrength to perform every good work. It is 
the fon's rule of walk : / will lead them in a ftraight 
path, wherein they Jhall not Jlumble.—fPe walk by 
faith, not by fight. It is the fon's rule of work : / 
will direlt their works in truth ; which are the works 
of faith, labours of love, and patience of hope, in our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 1 Theff. i. -3. The law is, the 
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rule of the fervant^s life, walk, and conduct j and, if 
jhe believer is under it as fuch a rule, the fervant 
and the fon are both on a level, for the law is no 
more than a rule of life to the fervant. Nor is this 
vain jangling, of enforcing the law as the believer's 
only rule of life, intended to promote holinefs and 
good works ; nor do the maintainers of this dodtriae 
exceed, or even come near, the ftature of thofe they 
Oppofe in good works. It is ignorance, or rather 
envy at the liberty and the happinefs of the experi- 
mental Chriftian, and at the minifters of the Spirit, 
that provokes them to it ; or, as Paul fays, cc Thejr 
creep in to fpy out our liberty that we have in Chrift, 
that they may bring us into bondage. " If the be- 
liever takes the law of Mofes upon him, will k 
change or renew his foul ? Nay, fays Paul, while 
we look to Jffus, as through a glafs darkly, we are 
changed into the fame image », from glory to glory, as ly 
the Spirit of the Lord. But, when Mofes is ready the 
veil is Jlill upon the heart. Will taking the law on 
the believer fcrve to mortify the deeds of the body? 
No. Jfye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye fit all live. Will taking this yoke irt- 
creafc the Spirit of holinefs in the believer ? No. 
He thai minijlereth the Spirit, and worketb miracles 
pnongyou, doth be it by the works of the law ? Nay, 
but by the preaching of faith. Will this yoke keep 
the believer from, or affift the believer againft, fulr 
filling the lufts of the fleflb ? No. Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye pall mt fulfil the lufts of the fiejb. Will this 
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tyoke of tht law fubdue fin ? No. Sinfhall not have 
'.dominion over you, Why not ? Bccaufe ye are not 
'tinder the law, but under grace. Will this yoke of 
the law make the believer^ (ervice more acceptable 
ito God ? No. We -are delivered from the law, that 
'.being dead wherein we were held \ that we fhould ferve 
in the hewnefs of the Spirit, Und not in the oldnefs of the 
letter. Will this yoke of the law>produce love and 
.gratitude to God ? No. 'The law worketh wrath ; 
•for where there is no law there is no tranjgreffton. It 
,is the love of Chrift that ccnjlrainetb us. Will this 
-yoke of the law furnifh the believer with love to his 
.neighbour ? or will it promote brotherly love ? No: 
iv will rather lead them to feek pre-eminence. It 
<Ioes not exclude boafting. We are taught of God 
to love one another > and it is the love of God in 
Chrift, fhed abroad in the heart by the Spirit, that 
is the bond of all perfe&nefs among brethren. But 
does this love come from the law ? or does it come 
by the law ? Neither of them. God's love to us is 
the bond of the covenant of grace; and, when ihed 
abroad in our heart, it is our bond of union to the 
Lord. This love is the firft fruit of the Spirit ; and 
is the main branch of the law of the Spirit which is 
in Chrift Jefus, which makes us free from the law 
of fin and death. Will the believer's taking this 
yoke upon him increafe his good works ? No. He 
that abideth in me-, and I in him, the fame bringetb 
forth much fruit. But. will this yoke ftrengthen the 
believer's unipn with the Lord ? m No. They that 
: begin 
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begin in the. Spirit, and -then go to the law, to be x 
ipade perfedt by thefkflij fall frotfr grace* Chrift f 
(hall profit them nothing.-. But w$ ;the law help; ' 
the believer, if we confider tht law. as a joint worker- 
with Chrift? No. Abide in me> and I in you; for. 
without me ye can do nothing* .WiH.thU law enlarge* 
the believer's heart ? No : it genders to, bondage ; 
begets fervile fear, accompanied with $ train of tor- k 
roents, which nothing but covenant lave can ca(kr 
out. Fear bath torment^ He that feareth is not 
made ferfeff in love ; for perfeSi love cajleth out fear. 
Will this yoke make the believer abound in gopd r 
works ? No. / laboured more abundantly than they all> 
yet not I, : but the grace of God, which was with me* 
Will this yoke produce felf-abhorrence? No. When 
God makes, or rather reveals, the new covenant to 
the finner; pardons him \ gives him a new heart and 
anew fpiritj and by grace appears pacified, toward: 
him ; then he remexnbers his own evil way, which 
was not good ; and loaths himfelf in his own fight, 
for his iniquities. The law will never reconcile a 
man to the juftice.of God ; but pardoning mercy 
does. The terrors of the law ftir up enmity, 'but 
grace flays it. The motions of Jin, which are by the 
laWy work in the members to bring forth fruit unto 
death. But faith purifies the heart: The law fixes 
the veil upon the finner's mind j but the gofpel 
brings life and immortality to light. The Jaw does 
not exclude boafting > grace produces humility. 
The law (lirs up enmity, againft God $ grace fills a 

man 
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man with enmity againft fin. The terrors of the 
law will make Cain cry out againft his punifhment a 
but grace makes a man cry out againft himfclf and 
his wickednefs. Legal convi&ions by the law work 
nothing but felf-pity* but grace works pity and 
companion to the Saviour* Under the terrors of 
the law a man will juftify himfelf, and cenfure his 
Maker 5 bqf by grace, through Chrift, a man is led 
to condemn himfclf, and juftify God. God appears 
jufty and the juftifier of him that believetb in Jefusi 
They that die under the law will plead their own 
merit at the bar of God : When Jaw we thee an 
hungredy and did not give thee meat? or thirfty* and 
did not give thee drink ? But the faints difclaim the 
fruits of their faith, even though the Judge proclaims 
and approves them. 

I know that the law calls for righteoufnels, holi- 
nefs, and love ; biat it is out of the fulnefs of Chrift 
that all thefe muft be received ; and he that is unit- 
ed to Chrift, and walks in union with him, walks in 
all thefe j for the moral law is fwallowed up in the 
everlafting gofpel. The merits of our Covenant 
Hcacl anfwer every demand of the law/or us ; while 
the teftimony of faith, and the fruits of the Spirit, 
give an anfwer to every demand of the law in us* 
The righteoufnefs of the law is fulfilled in them who walk 
not after tbeflejh> but after the Spirit. 

If the doctrine here advanced be Antiftomianifm, 

then let our opponentslhew us what is gofpel. And* 

if this doftrine makes v^id the law, ks them flbew 

4 us 



AND THE SPRINGING WJ&&L. 6j 

us what; o| oft rine that is that eftablifhes it. And, if 
leading the believer from union with the Saviour to 
the yoke of the law, and making that his only rule 
of life, walk, ?nd conduct, eftablifhes the law ; let 
them fhew us in what fenfe it does it. The faints' 
fruits of faith, and labours of love, are acceptable 
to God through Jefus Chrift : but, fo far are they 
from being a perfect righteoufnefs, according to the 
tenor of the old covenant, that even the righteouf- 
nefs of Zion is but filthy rags, and the righteoufnefs 
of the apoftle Paul but dung and drofs; and this 
righteoufnefs will never eftablifh the law. We efta- 
blifh the law in the hand of Juftice againfl every in- 
fidel ; and as magnified in the heart of Chrift to 
every believer; and by imputed righteoufnefs, and 
the love pf the Spirit in every child of God s and 
with all its requirements, and in full force, againfl: 
every finner out of Chrift ; and in the fouls of all 
the damned in helL And, if thefe are not its pro- 
per bafes, let our opponents fhew us any other. 
But making the law the believers only rule of life 
eftablifhes it no where, nor in any fenfe. Love is 
called the fulfilling of the law, and by imputed righ- 
teoufnefs and the fpirit of love it is fulfilled in the 
faint. But, if walking in the Spirit will not an* 
fwer the demands of the law, it can hardly be thought 
that bringing our necks under the yoke of the letter 
can anfwer the requirements of the gofpel, which^ 
calls for fervice in the newnefs of the Spirit, and not " 
in the oldnefsoftbe Utter. God has made ample pro- 
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vifion, in the covenant of grace, both for hdlinefs, 
happinefs, and good works ; and furnifhes u,s with 
the former to make us fruitful in the latter.' For by 
grace are ye Javed y through faith ; and that not of your- 
/elves, it is the gift of God. Not of works, left any 
man fhould boaft : for we are his workmanfhip, created 
in Chrift Jefus unto good works, which G$d hath before 
ordained [prepared] that wejhouldwalk in them. Eph. 
ii. 8, 9, ic. For my own part, I have watched 
many who traduce the grace of God, as tending to 
licentioufhefs, and the preachers of it as Airtinomi- 
ans , and who extol thernfelvesj and their own righ- 
teoufnefs and good works, very highly, and make 
great pretenfions to the law , whofe lives arc no ex- 
ample to good men— far from it. Nor do they al- 
ways conceal their inward enmity even againft the 
fovereignty of God himfelf, but often arraign it, and 
his juftice too, at the bar of reafon. They think the 
Almighty is juft fuch an one as thernfelvesj they hate 
his decrees , are envious at the objefts df his choice; 
and fpy out, in order to ridicule and bring into con- 
tempt, the liberty which they have in Chrift Jefus : 
and by which they plainly lhew that they have no 
real love to God, nor to the real children of God ; 
and therefore their works are little- worth, neither 
fpringing from a good root, nor directed to a good 
end. 

1 There is nothing but natural, corrupt, or vile 
affe&ions, in bond children. They are ft rangers to 
the fpicituality of the law, ftrangers to the yoke of 
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it, and to the bondage that it genders; and are 
haters of the power of godlinefs j and they mifre- 
prefent others as erroneous who preach the truth, 
while themfelves publifli nothing but felf- contradic- 
tions and lies. <c That the moral law has ceafed to 
exift as a covenant of works" is a damnable falfe- 
hood. No hint of it is given in all the Bible, This 
is the word branch of Anrinomianifm that ever was 
publifhed. Chrift is the end of the law for righteouf- 
fiefs: not only the fulfilling end, but the grand end of 
the law is anfwered in and by him. And the fame 
end is anfwered and fulfilled by a work of grace in 
us. * We are redeemed from under the law, are de- 
livered from the law, and are under grace, and not 
under the law. But the law is ftill what it ever was 
—an everlafting, unalterable, unrepealable law ; 
and a covenant of works in every fenfe ; and to htm 
that works under it the. reward is ftill reckoned of debt. 
But thefe bafe Antinomians, who have bereaved the 
law of all its power, and fo have deftroyed ir, cry 
out — <c The belitvcr is under the law to. Chrift.*' 
Then I afk wherein the child of God differs from 
the baftard ? Is not every pharifee in the nation un- 
der the law to Cbrijl ? Is not the Saviour the king of 
nations, and God of the whole earth ? Has he not 
power over all fiefh, that he may give eternal life 
to as many as the Father hath given him ? Is noc 
all judgment committed to him ? Is he not the 
Judge of quick ^nd dead ? Are not all men ac- 
countable to him ? Is he not the mafter of the fer- 
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vant, as well as Father of the children ? Do not 
kings reign, and princes decree juftice, by him ? 
He is the mafter of Judas, as well as lord of the 
houfehold. He will open the book of the law, the 
book of confcience, and the book of life. He is a 
juft God and a faviour ; and will blefs the children 
of the free woman, and curfe the bond woman and 
her children. One is under the blefling of Zion, 
and the other under the curfe of Sinai. Thefe are 
Ebal and Gerizzim, which bear the bkjftng and the 
curfe. By the book of the law will one be judged, 
and by the book of life the other. Thus all the non- 
ele& are under the law to Chrifi. But the believer is 
under grace to Chrift : it is the law ofthejpirit of life 
in Chrijl that makes the believer free from the law of 
death engraven on tables ofjlone. There is a law of 
life in Chrift's heart to the believer; and the law of 
Moles is in the Saviour's hand to the infidel. And 
ic is a covenant of works ftill — it works bondage in 
the believer who looks to it, and wrath and death in 
the finner that is under it, And of this working 
power it never was, nor ever fhall be diverted. 
The rod of Chrift's ftrength, by which he rules his 
faints, or his powerful rod, is the gofpel. You may 
call it the good-will of God in Chrijl Jefus, which is 
the faint's rule. Or you may call it the law of the 
Spirit in Chrijl, under which (Paul fays) the believer 
is. Or you may call it the new covenant, written 
in the mind, and put in the heart, of the faint, 
which is (as Paul fays) the believer's law to God : 

which 
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which law, or covenant, is faid to be new, and not 
according to the old ; and is the covenant of grace, not 
of works; and under grace the believer is, and not 
under the law. Or you may call it the law of faith, 
which excludes boafting. Or you may call it the 
perfeft law of liberty ; and he that looks into it, and 
continues therein, (hall be blefied in his deed. This 
law brings glory to God in the higbefi, on earth peace* 
and good-will towards men. This is found doc- 
trine, this is pure gofpel, this is doing the work 
of an evangelift. But as for this Treadle of vain 
jangling, what does it confute ? what does it efta- 
blifli ?— Nothing but the ignorance and foolilhnefs 
of the authors. 

Firfty They tell us that " Chrift is made /*»##- 
u cation to his people, in his kingly office, by the 
€t gift of the Spirit." Which is fanftificarion by the 
Holy Ghoft inftead of fan&ification by the blood of 
Chrift. Here they fet afide perfeft fanftification by 
his grand facrifice as a pried. 

Secondly, They tell us that " Perfonal Union is 
cc wrought in the foul by Faith." Which is putting 
that upon a grace of the Spirit which is done by 
God the Father only. 

Thirdly, Wc are told that " The Righteoufnefs 
i€ of Chrift comes from his Prieftly Office/' Whicfc 
righteoufnefs was wrought out, or was performed, 
in his life, by his aftive obedience as a fervant and 
furety ; and which work the Saviour faid was finilhed 
before he offered himfelf as a pricft. John xvii. 4. 

E 2 Fourthly, 



68 THE BROKEN CISTERN, 

Fourthly, We are told that " The believer is de- 
Cf livered from the love and power of all fin — but 
cc that the new man is taken captive by fin." 

Fifthly , That cr The Law has ceafed to exift as 
cc a Covenant of Works." This is called " A 
" grand Truch :" which, by the bye, is an abo- 
minable lie. 

Sixthly, This grand truth, of the law ceafing to 
exift as a covenant of works, is denied, by affertirig 
that cc The Law is without any Variation." 

Seventhly, That c< The Moral Law, and the Law 
cc of Love, are (ynonymous terms, and mean one 
<c and the fame thing." That is, that the bond of 
the covenant of grace, which came by Jefus Chrift, 
is the main branch of the law of death engraven on 
tables of (lone, which was given by Mofes. This 
is robbing the matter to enrich the fervant -, leffen- 
ing grace to the honour of works. No wonder 
the Pfalmift called the law a trap; which muft 
needs be true with a witnefs, when hypocrites bait 
it with' the firft ble fling of the everlafting gofpel, 
on purpofc to entangle the faint in the yoke of 
bondage. 

Thou haft a full view here, Reader, of real or- 
thodox doftrines, by which the Antinomians are un- 
marked. This is the vain jangling that confutes 
error, undeceives the deceived, and eftablifties the 
law. They tell you that the law is the believer's 
only rule of life, walk, and conduft ; but only with 
the allowance of this <c grand and glorious Truth," 

namely, 
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namely, cc that it has ceafed to exift as a Covenant 
cc of Works }" and, therefore, has no power to 
command works to be done, nor any power to con- 
demn the flothful, who does nothing. The law has 
ceafed to exift with refpeft to works, that it may be 
fubftituted as the bond of the covenant of grace. 
This is deftroying the law for ever, and eftablifliing 
the gofpel upon the deftrudtion of it. Now our 
authors are going on to palm the commands of 
Chrift, or laws of Zion, upon the law of Mofes, 
and mount Sinai, without any regard to the terms 
of the new covenant, new ordinances > or new fervices. 
So that you may take circumcifion inftead of baptifm; 
the pajfover inftead of the Lord's /upper ; Jervice in 
the oldnefs of the letter inftead of the newnefs of the 
Spirit ; and the works of the law inftead of the work 
of fait h y labour of love, and patience of hope ! 

Quot. The church owns Chrift for her King, as well 
as her Priefl ; her Mafter, as well as her Saviour. She 
takes Wis yoke upon her; and feels herfelf under the ftrictcft 
obligations of duty, love, and gratitude, to yield the mod 
filial, evangelical obedience to his commands, as well as to 
believe and rejoice in his gracious promifes. 

Answ. All this is true ; though the authors, by 
experience, know neither what they fay, nor what 
they mean. " The church owns Chrift as a King," 
becaufe the dominion of grace is fet up in her heart; 
and fhe is not under the law, but under grace. She 

E 3 can 
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can do no lefs than cc own him as her Prieft, " be- 
caufe he has redeemed her from under the law, and 
from the curfe of it; lb that (he is neither under its 
Commanding power nor dreadful fentence. c< She 
<c owns him for her Lord," becaufe he has delivered 
her from the lordly power of the law ; the accufa- 
tions of Moles, Satan, and fin; faying, O Lord, 
our God, other lords befides thee have had dominion over 
us i but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 
Ifa. xxvi. 13. She loves him as a hufband, becaufe 
(he is not under Mofes, who allowed of putting 
away, but under a covenant of eternal wedlock, by 
which fhe is betrothed in righteoufnefs, loving-kind- 
nefs, faithfulnefs, tender mercies, and for ever. She 
loves him as a Brother, becaufe fhe is in the bro- 
therly covenant : fo that he is her brother, who has 
fucked the breafts of her mother, which is not Ha- 
gar, nor yet Jerufalem in bondage, but Zion, where 
he was born as well as fhe. She loves him as a 
Friend, becaufe fhe is reconciled, and the myfteries 
of the kingdom are revealed to her — but, as to 
bond-fervants under the law, they know not what 
their Lord doth. " She loves him as her Matter," 
becaufe fhe is partaker of the fruits of the Spirit be- 
fore fhe labours. She takes his yoke upon her in- 
deed, which fhe finds to be light ; and (lands in her 
liberty, unlefs falfe brethren bewitch her, as they 
did the Galatians, who were entangled by them, and 
brought again into bondage ; her adherence to which 
is both her folly and her lofs. If fhe <c feels herfclf 

" under 
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" under the ftridteft obligations of duty, love, and 
<c gratitude, to yield the moft filial, evangelical obe- 
<c dience to his commands," how can Ihe be juftly 
charged with Aritinomianifm, or licentioufnefs, for 
this her obedience to the faith $ this fervice in the 
newnefs of the Spirit ; or for thefe works of faith, 
labours of love, and patience of hope ? 

QtJOT. If ye keep my commandments, ye fhall abide in 
, my love, even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 
abide in his love. 

A nsw. This proves that there is a manifeft di- 
ftin&ion between the commandments of a killing 
letter and that commandment which is eternal life. 
The one is the Father's commandment, which was 
given by Mofes : the other is the life-giving com- 
mand, which is of grace, and which came by Jeliis 
Chrift. The one is a command given to us to work 
^for life j the other is a command given to Chrift, 
to give us that life which man could never earn, and 
which the law could never give. Upon mount Zion 
bath God commanded the blejfmg, even life for evermore. 
Pfal. exxxiii. 3. Here is a blejjing commanded to 
be given to Zion, the eledk of God j and this bleffing 
is life for svermore. But then to whom was this 
command given ? I anfwer, To Jefus, the great 
king, whom God fet upon his holy hill. This bleff- 
ing, and this life for evermore, were given to him. 
Godfent bis Son Jefus Chrift to blefs us, by turning us 
from* our evil way. " Yea," faith Chrift, He gave 

E 4 me 
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me a commandment what I Jhould fay, and what I 
Jhouldfpeak ; and I know that his commandment is life 
eyerlajling ; or, as the Pfalmift fays, life for evermore. 
But then why is it called a commandment ? Becaufe 
the Saviour, in obedience to his Father's will, by 
his own powerful voice, fpeaks life to the dead fin- 
ner's foul ; at which voice the ft«ng and fentence of 
death both depart, and life and immortality are 
brought to life through the gofpel. Such fouls hear 
the voice ofthe Son of God, and live; yea, they 
pafs from death to life, and (ball never come into con- 
demnation. Lazarus , come forth ! fays the Saviour, 
Here is a life-giving command, and>a refurre&ion 
immediately enfues. And when I pafed by thee, and/aw 
thee polluted in thine own bloody I /aid unto thee. Live ! 
Tea, 1 Jaid unto thee, when thou zvaft in thy blood. 
Live I Fzek. xvi. 6. It is*>ne thing for Chrift to 
fay to a dead foul, Live ! and it is another thing for 
the Father to fay, This do, and thou jhalt live ! Be- 
fides, the law never held forth eternal life : for, had 
there been a law given that could have given life> verily 
right eoujnefs Jhould have come by the law. Life in 
Eden was all that vyas intimated to Adam before the 
fall ; with the lofs of which he was threatened, in 
cafe of difobedience. Length of days, in the land 
of Canaan, was all that the moral law held forth to 
Ifrael. Life eternal was to come by that Prophet 
which Mofes foretold ; and nothing lefs than deftruc- 
tion was threatened to them who fhould refufe to 
obey the voice of that prophet. 

Before 
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Before people fit down to unmade what they call 
Antinomianifm, it is neceflary that they fhould have 
fome infight into the fcriptures of truth ; and not 
deftroy the law as a covenant of works ; and then 
build the law of love, and the life-giving command- 
ment of the gofpel, upon its deftru&ion. The 
commandment of Zion, and the commandment of 
Sinai, are two diftindt things. The fcriptures re- 
veal two diftinft mothers, and their children compofe 
two diftintt families. God is a father to the one, 
and a mafter to the other. He has commanded the 
bleffing of life for evermore upon mount Zion. 
And to the children of Zion Wifdom fpeaks thus : 
My fen, keep thy father's commandment, and forfake not 
the law of thy mother. Bind them continually upon 
thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou 
goeft it fhall lead thee\ when thou fleepefl it fhall keep 
thee \ and when thou awakefl it fhall talk with thee. 
Prov. vi. 20, 21, 22. This proverb fpeaks to us 
as to children ; it fpeaks to the children of God, not 
to the bond children; for Chiift palmed them upon 
another father. And we are exhorted to keep our 
Father's commandment — commandment in the fia- 
gular number j which commandment is not the 
moral law, for then it would have been in the plural, 
for they are ten. This commandment of the Father 
is called the law of our mother \ but neither Hagar, 
Sinai, nor Jerufalem in bondage, are our mother. 
We muft not look to either of them. We muft 
look unto Abraham our father, and to Sarah that 

bare 
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bare us ; for Gad called him alone, and Miffed trim* 
and increqfed him. And it is clear that the bleffing 
of eternal life was given by God our Father to Abra- 
ham and Sarah, who are the father and mother of 
us all. This law of our mother Sarah was not gra- 
ven on tables of ftone, but on the fieihy tables of 
her heart. This law (Wifdom fays) is to be bound 
upon the heart. It is a girdle of truth, that keeps 
the mind and heart .from departing from God. It 
is to be tied about the neck. It keeps the foul in 
union with the Covenant Head : If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye fhall afk what ye will, 
and it fhall be done unto you* John xv. 17. When 
thou goefl it fhall lead thee. The moral law, in the 
hand of Juftice, is a driver ; but the law of the Spi- 
rit of life, or the law of faith in the hand of the Spi- 
rit of promife, is a leader. The Spirit leads us into 
all truth ; and Truth leads us into liberty, and ta 
free accefs to God. When thou Jleepejl it fhall keep 
thee. The law of faith, in the hand of the Spirit, is 
a keeper. Truth is the faint's fhield and buckler.. 
Proteftion is promifed in this law ; and we are kept, 
by the power of God, through it : through faith are 
we kept to falvation. And when thou awakefl it fhall 
talk with thee. This life-giving commandment has 
9, voice of power, and differs much from a voice of 
words. The Spirit fpeaks in this law to the heart. 
The word dwells richly in the believer; infomuch 
that his heart teacheth his mouth, and addeth learn- 
ing to his lips. In fliort, it is the word of reconcili- 
ation, by which we are brought to have fellowfaip 

with 
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with the Father, and with the fon Chrift Jefus: 
while thofe who arc under the law find a barrier upon 
their heart, which keeps them at their proper dis- 
tance ; and a boundary placed round the mount, that 
they may not attempt to gaze, left the Lord break 
through upon them. 

Quot. Hereby we do know that we know him, if wc 
keep his commandments. He that faith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But whofo keepeth his wordy in him verily 
is the love of God perfected. 

Answ. If this quotation be true, my do6trine 
muft be right. The Saviour's commandments, or 
Jayings, are here called his word-, and he that keep- 
eth it the love of God is verily perfected in him ; 
or, as Chrift (ays, He that bath my word, and keepeth 
it, be it is that lovetb me, and be Jhall be loved of my 
Father. Then, according to this quotation, the 
penitent finner, who receives the word in the light 
of it, in the faith of it, and in the love of it ; and 
Hands faft in it, abides by it, and holds it faft ; is the 
man in whom the love of God is perfefted. This 
is the life and foul of my dodrine, and it is true. 
But then thefe commandments, which are here 
called the word, are pot the moral law, not a voice 
of words, nor the killing letter, but the word of life. 
For the law is fo far from perfecting the love of 

Go4 
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God in a man, that it works wrath in him 5 or, as 
Milton fays, 

" It ftirs up Sin againft Law to fight 9 y 

and therefore perfects nothing. T'he law made no- 
thing prf eft \ but the bringing in of a better hope did ; 
by the which we draw nigh unto God. I do not fay 
that the law is not the only rule of life to the authors 
of this book; for, by their oppofition to the gofpel, 
I think it is. But then they ought not to fet this 
rule of the fervant before the children of God : for, 
if they are to ferve God in the newnefs of the Spirit, 
and not in the oldnefs of the letter, one would think 
that the new covenant muft furnifh the new-born 
foul with a new rule of this new fervice. And it is 
clear that we are delivered from the old yoke, that 
. we might take the Saviour's yoke upon us j yea, we 
are delivered from the works of the law, that we 
might receive grace for obedience to the faith (Rom. i. 
5 ), according to the commandment of the everlafling God, 
made known among all nations for that purpofe. (Rom. 
xvi. 26.) And, if obedience to the faith is re- 
quired, faith muft be the rule of obedience. And, 
if men are to be puniflhed with everlafting deftruc- 
tion from the prefence of God, and from the glory 
of his power, for not obeying the gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, it muft be a rule rejedted by fuch vain 
janglers, otherwife it would not be juft in God to 
punilh fo feverely for difobeying a law that is no rule 

of 
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of obedience. Every child of God who has felt the 
force of the law, and his own weaknefs and vilenefs, 
and who has received the grace of God in truth, 
will fee through the deception of thefe Antinomian 
correctors; for God permits mod of his children, 
fome time or other, to fuffer by fuch hypocrites 
fmiting them, and bringing them into bondage : bur, 
after a little fuffering in this way, their own tefti- 
mony will repel and (hut out of their heart all fuch 
vain jangling as this* for it is a do&rine that, as 
Milton fays, 

" Forces the Spirit of grace himfelf, 
And binds his confort Liberty." 

And he adds — 

" What will they, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to (land ? 

Their own faith, not another's. 

For who againft faith and confeience can be heard r" 

[as infallible unmafkers of Antinomianifm :} 

" Yet many will prcfume." 

But fure I am that the true difciple of Jefus will 
(hew his faith by his works, not by the works of the 
law, for they are excluded: but he will (hew his 
faith by the works of faith, and his love by the la- 
bours of love; and he will give you a reafon of his 
hope by his experience, that worketh hope ; and he 
will (hew you his good hope through grace by the 
patience of hope. I believe fuch produ&ions as 

thefe 
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thefc which I am oppofing arc ufeful in one fenfe ; 
that is, to difcovcr chofc profcffors who arc of the 
contrary part ; and to harden fuch againft the grace 
of God who arc confeious to themfelves that they 
have no oil in their veffels. Thofe believers, as 
they are called, who were all zealous of the law of 
Mofes, were the perfons that attempted the life of 
Paul, and let Jerufalem in an uproar : and thofe of 
the fame ft amp are the greateft enemies to the power 
of godlinefs in our days. I can mention an inftance 
or two. 

A profeffor in this metropolis, who ftood in a 
profeflion for a number of years j and who wrote a 
cruel letter to me fourteen years ago, when I was in 
the midft of many troubles ; became a mod bitter 
enemy to me, without any juft caufe, except on 
account of my doftrine; and made it his bufinefs to 
ridicule me, and prejudice the minds of many peo- 
ple againft me : and when Maria took up her broom 
and mop againft me, he had a feaft indeed : he was 
as much comforted as Efau at the diought of flaying 
his brother Jacob, becaufe God had willed him the 
blcfling. He went to Mr. Brayne, potter, at Lam- 
beth, and to his wife, wonderfully enraptured. 
Maria had fully eftabliftxed him that faith is no rule 
of obedience, and that the law is the only rule of life. 
This is a do&rine that muft fuit thofe who arc des- 
titute of the faith of God's eleft. In this he was 
built up and eftablifhed ; and faid I had met with 
my match, and what would I do now ? He expe&ed 

that 
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that my mouth would foon have been flopped, and 
all my dodtrmes fall to the ground. However, as 
the wife man faith, The joy of the hypocrite is hut for 
a moment ; . for foon after this God lent the law home 
to his confcicnce ; and made his countenance pro- 
claim that he was in all the blacknefs, darknefs, and 
•tempefts, of Sinai, He funk into defperation : he 
fled to the fait water, which could by no means ex- 
tinguilh the divine flame, nor afford ftrength to fup- 
port his body unde,r it \ for foon after he hanged him- 
felf as Judas did. I (hall not mention names : this 
thing was not done in a corner. However, fo end- 
ed a many years profeflion, during which he had de- 
ceived thoufands j but his end ferved to undeceive 
thofe who believe the Bible, which faith, .Ye know 

w 

that no murderer bath eternal life, abiding in him. i John 
iii. 15. So true is the proverb, that Tb* light of the 
righteous rejoicetb when the lamp of the wicked is put 
out : they end in the darknefs of Sinai* while the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs affords everlafting day to the up- 
right in heart. 

Another man, at Hertford, of the fame profeffion 
as the former, received great eftablifhment by the 
doftrines of the Jaw ; and his zeal was fo fired by 
the fame, that he traduced me and my publications 
in a moft dreadful manner* as if I lived in, and was 
an encourager of, all manner of vice and wicked- 
nefs : and not one that God had made my writings 
ufeful to in that country, but what fuffered under 
the icourge of this man's tongue. And God per- 
6 mitted 
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mitted him to go on for a confiderable time. But a 
few weeks ago he difcovered him in a more defpi- 
cable, and more ignominious, way than the former. 
It is hard work, Reader, to kick, to be offend- 
ed, and to {tumble, at Chrift. In this way thefe 
do&rines of the law are made ufeful ; but their au- 
thors will reap no comfort from them in a dying 

hour, nor yet at the bar of God. Now we go 

on again. 

Quot. As though the apollle had faid, " I lay down 
no new rule for you, as believers, to form your life and con- 
verfation by. I refer you to the old commandment, the fame 
that was given you at the beginning" 

Answ. It is ftrange, then, that we are made 
new creatures ; are to ferye in the newnefs of the 
Spirit 5 and yet no new rule to be obedient to, or to 
work by ! And yet we are to be obedient to the 
faith, to walk by faith, and to work by faith ; and, 
by abiding faithful unto death, we are to receive the 
crown of life ! This do6trine makes faith void^ and 
the promife of God of none effedt refpedting life and 
converfation ; though, by the rule of faith, God 
works in us both to will and to do. But what is 
this old commandment that was given at the begin- 
ning ? And what beginning was that when this old 

* 

commandment was given ? Was it the law given to 
Adam at the beginning of the world, or at the cre- 
ation ? If fo, the life-giving commandment was 
given long before that, and is a much older com- 
mandment:, 
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; tftaftdmeftt, for it is from everlafting. By your rule 
Adam was prohibited touching the tree of life $ but, 
by the rule that I contend for, we are commanded 
to eat and drink abundantly \ that is, if we are 
friends to Chrift, and arc delivered from the law 
that worketh wrath. Or was this old command- 
ment, that you fpeak of, given at the beginning of 
Chrift's miniftry ? I trow not. When he opened 
his commifiion he told the Jews that he was anoint- 
ed, and fent to proclaim liberty to thofe that were 
bound and bruifed by the law and fin. Or does 
John tell thofe he wrote to that this old command- 
ment is the moral law ? Could he, with any pro- 
priety, tell them of that generation, that they heard 
the law from the beginning ? Were any of them at 
Sinai when the law was given ? If fo, they muft have 
been far above fifty years old, for they mwft have 
feen Mofes* How do thefc novices plunder the fa- 
cred fcriptures, and make the infpired penmen fpeak 
nonfenfe ! Let John give us his own explanation : 
Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an 
old commandment, which ye had from the beginning. 
Ihe old commandment is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning. John ii. 7. This word is the 
Word of Life, which the apoftles held forth, as good 
Jiewards of the manifold grace of God. This is the 
Word which God commanded to a thoufand genera- 
tions, God the Saviour gave the Word, and great 
was the company that publifhed it* and John was 

F one 
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one of that company. John was a minifter of rite 
Spirit, not of the letter; a minifter of the Word of 
Life, not of the killing letter ; an evangelift, not 8 
legalift ; a good fteward of grace, not a fruftratcr of 
the grace of God. He ftood and preached in the 
kingdom and patience of Chrift : not telling the be- 
lievers to be circumcifed, and keep the law of Mo- 
fes* fubverting tluir fouls, and bringing the (rid 
yoke on the difciples neck, which neither they nor 
their fathers were able to bear. [Read A&s, ch. xv.J 
If John had told the believers, to whom he wrote, 
that the law of Mofes was the only rule of their life 
and converfation, he mud have written a new com- 
mandment unto them inftead of an old one, and a 
commandment purely his own; for thofe who 
preachedi Te muft be circumcifed, and keep the law of 
Mofes, had no fuch commandment given to them, 
neither by Chrift, by the Spirit, nor by the whole 
aflembly of apoftles (Afrs xv. i, 28, 29); % butwere 
declared to be fubverters of the faints. In this laft 
quotation, the Word of Life, which God fent, 
preaching peace by Jefus Chrift ; the old command- 
ment, which Chrift received in eternity, by which 
God commanded the blefling of life upon Zion 
for evermore ; is here eftablifhed at Sinai. So that 
they which be of the law are under the blefling. 
The fobftance of the new covenant, which the 
Spirit writes on the flefhy tables of the heart, is 
afrefh engraven upon tables of ftone. And, in order 

to 
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to make this glaring deception go down, they will, 
in the next place, offer violence to the law : for thus 
it follows— 

Quot. I refer you to the old commandment, the fame 
that was given you at the beginning, // is done away, in* 
deed, as a covenant of works. 

Awsw. I read that the old veil of ignorance is 
done away in Chrift 5 but I never read that the law 
wis done away. Chrift came to fulfil it; the 
apofttes preached to cftablifh it. Chrift is a juft 
God and a Saviour ; and all Adam's race, faints and 
finners, muft and fhall appear before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift* And he will appear as a juft God 
with the book of the law, and pronounce the curfe 
from thence upon the bond fervant, for it is a co- 
venant of works to him. And he will .appear with 
the book of life as a Saviour, and pronounce the 
bleffing of life from that, as a covenant of grace. 
Thus the pbarifee and the believer will both bejudg-t 
ed according to their works. He that is of the 
works of the law will be tried by the book of the 
law } and he that is of the works of faith will be tried 
by the law of faith, and be proclaimed a good and 
faithful fervant. But, as for the hypocrite in Zion, 
who has finned againft the miniftration of death, and 
likewife made the miniftry of the Spirit a favour of 
death unto death, the Word that Chrift hath fpoken 
fhall judge him. And, though be falys the law of 
faith is no rule, yet by that rule ftiall he be judged; 
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and by that rule (hall he be condemned as anbypth* 
crite and an unbeliever ; and be cajt into outer dark- 
nefs, being found a hypocrite by the law of truth, 
and an unbeliever by the law of faith. The law is 
not done away as a covenant of works ; it will en- 
tangle a foolifh Galatian (till: and the weak be- 
liever, when deceived by thefe vain janglcrs, finds, 
to his forrow, that the law is a covenant of works 
Hill ; and genders to bondage dill, for it binds him 
hand and foot, as fure as ever he goes to work by 
that rule, unlefs he perform a pcrfeft talk, which 
he never can ; for, while he feeks to the law to be 
made perfed by the flefh, Chrift profits him no- 
thing; and without Chrift he can do nothing. In 
this quotation the law is indeed done away as a co- 
venant of works. The next quotation brings it 
back, and fets it in full force again. So true are 
Paul's words, that the teachers of ^he law know not 
what they fay, nor whereof they affirm. For thus 
it follows— 

Qj ! OT. If the law is fo done away, as that the believer, 
do what he will, cannot fin, becaufe there is no law to 
forbid, and, by forbidding, render the a&ion criminal ; 
why did the Holy Spirit di£tate, under the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion, this fcripture — fVhofoevcr committeth Jin, tranfgrejfetb 
alfo the lawy for Jin is the tranfgrejfion of the law? 

A nsw. I never heard that the law was done 
away till I read this iniquitous publication ; in 
which the apoftle John is made to fay, " The law 

" is, 
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€< is, indeed, done away, as a covenant of works.** 
Which John never meant, and which I abfolutely 
deny. This vile book is intended to debafc the 
gofpel, as no law of right and wrong. But, if 
faith be no law, then unbelief can be no tranfgreP- 
fion. The unpardonable fin, doing defpite to the 
Spirit of grace, trampling under foot the Son of 
God, can be no tranfgrtffion ; for where there is no 
haw there is no tranfgrejion. But by the law of faith 
(hail all thefe be found guilty, and (hall be judged, 
and damned, without the moral law. 1 never heard, 
till I read this vile book, that the believer, do what 
he will, cannot fin ; nor did I ever hear, till this 
abominable piece appeared, that the gofpel was no 
rule of obedience, and that it was no rule or ftand- 
ard to try an hypocrite or an infidel by. It is a 
perfedt rule for the faint to work and live by; a rule 
to try and judge a hypocrite by ; and it has got the 
heavieft fentence annexed to it that ever dropped 
from the mouth of God. But i£ as this book af- 
ferts, the law has ceafed to exift as a covenant of 
works, its commanding and condemning power is 
gone; and it can make no aftion criminal; for 
where there is no law there is no tranfgrejficm. This 
is your own do&rine; and you have tacked about, 
and deftroyed it, and fo made yourfelves tranf- 
greffors. 1 never heard, in all my life, that be- 
lievers could not fin: I believe, in many things, 
they cjffend all. And when they do God proceeds 
againft them by the laws of Zion, and correfts them 
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in a fatherly way. And he that is under (he law 
tranfgrefleth the law, and is proceeded againft in a 
judicial way, And the hypocrite, by the law of 
feith, is dealt worfe with than the pharifee. The 
reprobate, that defpifed Mofes's law, died without 
mercy. Of bow muqhjorer punifhment, fuppofe ye, Jhall 
he be thought worthy who hath trampled underfoot the 
Hood of the Son of God ! When God makes inquifi- 
tion for blood, he will not forget the hypocrite. 
The drift of this book is to render the law of feith a$ 
no rule. Hence it is hinted that it is inefficient to 
difcover fin, and infufficient to punifh fin, without 
the law ! Whereas the law of faith has got its (en- 
tence as well as the law of works. He that con-i 
tinues not in all things written in the book of the 
law, is curfed by that; and the hypocrite in Zion, 
who believes not, fhall be damned for his infidelity. 
Which fentence comes not from the moral law, for 
that is not of faith, but of works. Nor does it con- 
demn for not believing, but for not doing. Paul fays 
the latter is worthy of the forer punifhment. Hence 
it appears that the hypocrite tranfgrefleth fome law^ 
by the judgment of which a forer punifhment (hall 
be infli&ed. Yea, it had been better (faith Peter) 
if fuch had never known the right way *, better they 
had continued under the old vail, than, after they 
have known, to turn from the holy commandment de- 
livered to them -, for fuch fhall be beaten with many 
ftripes. But, as to making the apoftk fay that 
" the moral law is the old commandment, which 

?<he 
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* he calk the Word which was preached from the 
c< beginning i" and that the apoftle laid do#n no other 
rule but the law for the believer to live and converfe 
by ; is, I fay, a palpable lie, and a contradi&ion to 
every chapter in the New Teftament, let our op- 
ponents pick out what chapter they pleafe. John 
tells us that the law was given by Mofes, but grace 
and truth came by Jefus Chrift. The Word of 
Life, and the killing letter, are two things. If 
there be no rule but the moral law, the hypocrite 
will fare very well ; for that condemns no man for 
disbelieving, but for not doing. However, he will 
find damnation by another rule, and from another 
law : Chrift's word, and not Mofcs's writings, (hail 
condemn him. 

Were I to extract one half of this piece, and put 
the other half againft it, there is not one affertioo 
but what itfelf contradi&s* Who would ever have 
thought, that a man of fenfe, a fcholar, a divine, % 
tutor, a mafter or miftrefs of arts, could ever publifh 
(uch inconfiftencies, fuch lies, fuch nonfenfe, as this ; 
and then call it a confutation of errors, to deceive thg 
fimple, harden the bafe, and injure them that dearly 
love the Lord Jefus J 

Quot. *' Whofoeyer" — What can be a ftronger exr 
preflion ? It takes in both the believer and unbeliever-^ ii com- 
" mitteth fin" — it is in theprefent tenfe — " tranfgrejfctfj alfo 
" the law." Confequently, the law ft ill exi/is, or elfc th<* 
apoftle wrote nonfenfe ; which none but an Antinoittian 
can fuppofe. 

F4 Answ. 
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Answ. In two former quotations it is afferted 
that '* the law has ceafed to exift as a Covenant of 
<c Works i ?> and, " as a Covenant of Works, it is, 
<c indeed, done away." But, in this laft quotation, 
the law ftill exifts, or elfe the apoftle wrote nonfenfe ; 
and then the Antinomian is reprefented as fuppofing 
what thefe blind authors have afferted. If Paul had 
not given a defcription of a vain jangler,. one never 
could have imagined that any perfons, fober, and in 
their rationality, could have published fuch fclf-con- «■ 
tradi&ions. . 

John, in this laft quotation, is made to fpeak 
what he never meant. In i John, chap. ii. the eVan- 
gelift is writing about two forts of people. Some 
were antichrifts, and went out of the church, and 
from the apoftles, becaufe they were not of them, 
ver. 18, 19. Others had an un&ion that abode in 
them, and they needed not thefe falfe teachers to 
inftruft them, ver. 27. In chap. iii. ver. j, a, 3, 
he writes to believers as the fons of God; and fays, 
Every one that hath this hope [of fonfhip and heirfhip]. 
in him, purifieth bimfelf even as he is pure. Then, 
in ver. 4, he breaks off to the other clafs — Whofo- 
ever committeih fin tranfgre/feth alfo the law, for fin is 
a tranfgreffton of the law. And by the word alfo he 
makes fuch hypocrites tranfgreffors of fome other 
law as well as the Jaw moral. Whojofinncth hath not 
Jeen Chriji, neither kngwn him. He that committeth Jin 
is of the devil \ ver. 6, 8. John makes the hypocrite 
a tranfgreffor in a twofold fenfe : " Whofo, tranf-* 
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f * g r ?fe?b [by apoftacy] and abidcth not in the doc- 
? c trine of Chrift, hath not God." Such an one is 
a tranfgreflbr againft the gofpel of Chrift, and he 
tranfgrefleth alfo the law. The law is the minijiratum 
fif death to him, and, the gofpel is a favour of death 
unto death to him : he is curfed bjr the former, and 
damned by the latter. He that is under the law, and 
does it not, is curfed ; and he that hears the gofpel, 
2nd believes not, (hall be damned. 

Quot. This was written to believers ; and it is a ftrong 
atteftation, that the law is not abrogated, but ftill remain- 
ing in full force, as the rule of righteoufnefs. 

A nsw. If the law has ceafed to exift, and is done 
away, as a covenant of works, as you aflert, you 
have abrogated it ; for to command to do for life, 
and to condemn for not doing> is all the power it ever 
had : and, if it hath ceafed to exift as a covenant of 
works, it hath qo power to command to work, nor 
to condemn for not working, according to your doc- 
jtrine. Tjbis is vile and damnable Antinomianifin ; 
and is making void the law in every fenfe, and efta- 
blUhes it in no fenfe whatever. The word of God 
declares that the law is not made for a righteous man. 
It is not made to rule, govern, or condemn, a man 
juftified by faith \ for he is ruled and governed by 
the grace of Chrift. He is not under the law, but 
under grace. The law is made for the lawlefs and dis- 
obedient ; and we know that whatfoever the law faith it 
faitb t to them that are under the law. Here are the 

perfons 
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perfons defcribed for whom this law is made; and 
they arc not the righteous, but the lawlefs and dif- 
obedicnt : and the whole contents of the law are di- 
rected to them that are under it ; but the righteous 
are not under the law, but under grace. But, if 
the moral law be the only rule of the feint's work, 
he muft ferve in the oldnefs of the letter. The 
works of the law, and not die works of faith, are 
what the believer muft perform : and by the law 
muft he ftand or fall, and by it muft his weaknefles 
be tried and puniftied ; and then wo to him, for 
Zion's own righteoufnefies are but as filthy rags, 
which can never ftand the teft of the law, Nor can 
the law put up with one imperfeft a&ion, nor fhew 
mercy to any that are in the leaft imperfed. Faith 
and repentance pafs for nothing here, Perfe&ion it 
will have, as itfelf is perfeft. It can fhew no 
mercy ; it knows of none. It held Chrift himfelf 
as a bond fervant all his days : I fay, as a bond fer- 
vant. (Read and compare Exod. xxi. 32. Pfal, 
xxii. 20, 21. Zech. ix. 12.) The precept held him 
faft till he came to his trial, and thtfentence held him 
faft till he gave up the ghoft. When he rofe from 
the dead he cried, All bail! And be, that by faith 
finds reft in his infinite fatisfadHon, ceafes from his 
works \ as God did from his : he ceafes from the 
works of the law, as God did from the works* of 
creation. 

Qttot. 
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Quot. Whofoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fin ; for his feed remaioeth in him, and he cannot fin. 

Answ. This is a contradi&ion of what you af- 
ferted before. You fay the believer is delivered from 
fin, but the new man is taken captive by fin. If the 
feint is free from fin, and the new man is a captive 
to fin, this feed can be of no ufe to the believer, but 
rather the believer fhould help this captive. I 
would to God that fuch ignorant, unenlightened 
perfons, would never meddle with fuch fuWime 
matters, and handle them in fo vile a way. Talk 
about the feed of God — and then about the new 
creature, created in righteoufnefs and true holinels, 
falling a captive to the devil ! Q, what judicial 
blindnefs, confufion, and hardnefs of heart, is this ! 
What enmity againft the gofpel, and the preachers 
pf it, muft rage in the breads of fuch perfons, to 
drive them, over all bounds, into fuch a defperate 
frenzy as to plunder, pervert, mifconftrue, and 
proftitute the divine oracies of God to fuch bafe 
purpofes, as to deceive the fimple, and injure (in 
the Lord s work) the faithful labourers of the vine- 
yard ! However, as you have got a bridle in your 
jaws, caufing you to err, go on, and, by God's 
help, I will follow you as long as I can hold a pen. 
You are got into worfe than Egyptian darknefs now, 
and the veil will gather fatter and fatter on your 
heels. But I find the path ofthejujijhines more 
and more unto ferfeSl day. Let me contend for 
6 the 
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the faith once delivered to the faints, and do you 
contend for the law j and our readers will foon fee 
which is the burning and the fhining light; for, by 
your darknefs paffing before, the true light will fhiqe 
after it. 

Quot. In Zacharias and Elizabeth, the father and 
mother of John the Baptift, we have a beautiful example 
of what the Chriftian is, or, at leaft, ought to be. It is 
faid of them, " They were both righteous before God ; 
walking in all the commandments of the Lord, blamelefs. 
Luke i. 6. 

Answ. The authors of this book can charge 
William Huntington with no more ungodlinefs, or 
finful walking, fince his converfion, than they can 
charge the above-mentioned perfons; and yet their 
whole drift is to reprefent me a Magus in dodlrine, 
and a devil in life : how ever, they can never over- 
throw the doflrines that I hold. This laft quota- 
tion juftifies my doftrine ; for, if they were both 
righteous, they were juftified by an imputed righte- 
oufnefs. And it is clear that the grace of God did 
not lead them into licentioufnefs : for, as they walk- 
ed in the Spirit, they did not fulfil the lufts of the 
flelh ; for they walked in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blamelefs \ fo that the righte- 
oufnefs of the law was fulfilled in them, and grace 
taught them to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts. 
And this is what I affert. But, after all, this paf- 
fage of fcripture ferves my purpofe much better than 
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the purpofe of my "opponents. For, though the law 
of works had no charge againft Zacharias, becaufe 
he was under grace, yet the law of faith had ; which 
fhews that faith is a rule of obedience : and his tranf- 
grefling that rule brought a, fore and a public judg- 
ment upon him: Behold, thou {halt be dumb) and not 
able to /peaky until the day that tbefe things jhall be per- 
formed} becaufe thou believeji not my words > which 
Jhall be fulfilled in their feaf on. Luke i. 20. Is it not 
ftrange that a good man, a faint of God, fhould be 
rebuked by an angel from heaven ; ftruck dumb for 
nine months for his unbelief or for tranfgrefling the 
law of faith ; and yet the law of faith (as this book 
fuggefts) is no rule of obedience ; is no law to dif- 
cover and forbid fin ; no law to arraign the tranf- 
grefibr of it ; nor yet a law furniflied with a fentence 
to punifh the difobedient thereto ! However, though 
the law of works brought nothing againft Zacharias's 
walk, the law of faith brought a heavy charge againft 
his unbelieving heart. If this word, fpoken by an 
angel, was fteadfaft, and Zacharias's tranfgreflion 
and difobedience thereto received ajuft recompence 
of reward; how will thofe efcape who obfcure and 
traduce the law of faith (which at firft began to be 
fpoken by the Lord), as no rule of right and wrong; 
and fo make the kingdom of God, which (lands not 
in word, nor in letter, but in power, in righteouf- 
nefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, a mere 
fancy ! Let thefe enemies to Antinomianilin look to 
iti left, after all their contention for the letter, they 

are 
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are found doing defpite to the Spirit of grace. Fory 
although they think the law of faith, in the hand of* 
the Spirit, is no rule, yet finning againft it is the 
great tranfgrejjion (Pfal. xix. 13)5 yea, it is the 
unpardonable fin. Which (hews, that the Spirit'* 
law, or law of the Spirit, is the grandeft rule, and 
the greateft of all laws : for all other fins are pardon* 
able but this — this is the Jin unto death. 

If my reader thinks that I bear too hard upoi> 
them in faying they think the law of faith to be no 
rule of obedience, confequently no law to punifh 
the tranfgreflbrs of it, let him well weigh the next 
quotation, arid thofe parts which I have put in Ita- 
licks, where the moral law is brought in as the only 
rule of right and wrong; for nothing but tranf- 
grefling thofe precepts is fin, and without that no 
procefs againft a finner can be drawn; and it is only 
by that rule that a puni(hment can be infli&ed : fb 
that the hypocrite in Zion, the infidel in profefliort, 
and the unpardonable finner, have nothing to fear ; 
for the decalogue fays nothing about them; but by 
Chrift's word ftall thofe be judged ; and the twelve 
apoftles, in their teftimony, (hall be witnefles againft 
them. 

Quot. If there is no lavj, and, confequently, no Jin, 
to a believer, why was David's tonducl with refpeft to 
BatMheba, and Uriah the Hittite, fo peculiarly marked^ 
fo &vi&ly Jligmatized, fo feverely puni/bed? His Condu<S 
in this affair, in the very nature of things* mult be either 

right 
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tight or wrong ; and none will dare to fay it was right, be- 
caufe it was followed by the raoft evident and unequivocal 
proofs of divine difpleafure : but, if it was wring, what 
was it conJHtuted it Jo f It muft be a deviation from the rule 
of right ; and, what can be that rule, but the^ moral law, 
which fays— Thou Jhalt not kill, Thou Jhalt not commit 
adultery P 

A nsw. The law of faith goes clofcr than Thou, 
Jhalt not kill, Thou Jhalt not commit adultery ; for it 
declares chat hatred to a brother (fuch as thefe au- 
thors bear to me) is murder -, and that a lafcivious 
eye is adultery ; and that fuch as Maria, who will 
not work, ihall not eat ; yea, that fuch as take no 
care for themfelves, and their own houfe, have de* 

nied the faith, and arc worfe than infidels. But 

now to the quotation. It is well known that David 
lived under the old difpcnfation. The day had not 
broke, the fhadows did not flee away, in his days. 
He was obliged to attend the mountains, of myrrh 
and hills of frankincenfe. The children under that 
difpenfation were like children ia nonage. They 
differed little from fervants, though lords of all ; 
but were under tutors and governors until the time ap~ 
pointed oj the Father. Even Jo we, when we were 
children, were in bondage under the elements oj the 
world. But, when the fulnefs of time was come, God 
Jent Jorth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law., that we 
might receive the adoption offons. And, becauje ye are 
Jons, God bath Jent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
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hearts, trying, Abba* Father. Wherefore then aft 
no more afervant, but a Jon — no more a fervant un- 
der the ruling power of the law, but a fon, by the 
Spirit of adoption, and under the reign of adopting 
grace. Gal. iv. 1—7. David did not live to fee 
thefe jubilee days ; he lived under the old difpenfa- 
tion. ^be law and the prophets were until John ; but 
David was dead before John came. Nevcrthelefs, 
we will confider David's crimes, and God's pro- 
ceeding againft him ; whether it was by the rule of 
works or by the rule of faith ; whether in the court 
of judicature or in the court of chancery; whether 
at the bar of the law or at the mercy-feat. For, if 
God dealt with him according to the rule of the 
moral law, as an adulterer, he muft be ftoned ; and, 
as a murderer, he muft be killed. He that does vio+ 
lence to the blood of any per/on, let him flee to the pity 
let no man flay him. Shimei curfed David, and 
ftoned him, which is going by your rule ; for this 
he knew he deferved by the law ; and he expected 
that God, in juft judgment, was going to meafure 
the fame to him as he had meafured to others : The 
Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of the houfe 
of Saul, in wbofe ftead thou baft reigned ; and the Lord 
bath delivered the kingdom into the band of Abfalonu- - mm 
And, behold, thou art taken in thy mi/chief, becaufe 
thou art a bloody man ! 1 he unalterable and eternal 
law was point blank againft David, both for adultery 
and murder ; and ftoning to death was the unrepcal- 
able fentence annexed to that law. And furely God 

will 
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Witt<ti*ttfl£4d his ^^{Jt, dftd to his thfcifemrtg! 

mm* fha te JhtiuM rtptnt.-~Hc & without tfr&bfa' 
ntfi, ^ flyadm of iurningi And, according tx> tfeB 
vile book that I am oppofing, tte tncteA law «ha 
feavid'fc bfily rule of life* ntfd God'i Only rule of 
judgwertt. And yet Abfalom di& \ and riot oft* 
ftdfc ttte David, not * drop of his Wotfd fe : fliefl * 
rtpefttancc is granted him * he is reftorod ta lh« fa- 
vour of God, to the joyj of his telvation, to his 
throne and dignity, land excellent majsfty Is add<*d 
to fete. Now, let our opponents tell tis, fey &fc reft 
coaattMiftdrtients, how God Gould appear juft in a& 
this, by that only rule which they contend for j and 
whether they do not, by that only rule of God and 
man, represent the Mod High In an awful poifct of 
light in lib proceedings with David ? But, if they 
fay that jpefiis, David's lurety, took his crimes upon 
himfelf, and was Honed and died in David's room, 
then my anfwer is, that God mull proceed againft 
David by fome other rule, if he appears juft in the 
matter, and yet juftifies fallen David from all his 
ungodlinds. David knew the moral rule, and 
trenYblod at it as much as ever I did, and knew he 
, could never ftand by that rule of judgment. Enter 
M intojudgtotnt with tfyfortomU O Lord\ for tutty 
Jight j/batt m man fating be jufitfUl. He knew God 
never could juftify him, tot mull condemn him, or 
appear unjuft r by that rule. Hente his pitiful plea, 
Be furety fdrjby fitotmt far good. ■ But the ten cotti- 

G mandments 



piart^mcms.; Ayr flodMOg jpf fuc©^i(b£p j .tJwy- wUMibw> 
wod h<a«is and good warja ;< no e?il- de$d$ ; cs9 fc$ 
dpnp away t>y^hac red^.^ . . no- -evil works <;aft £y$r 
Jfeapd; by,ttoft rqk. .To the furety of the^ttgr .t$f- 
talent D&vid fled j in 4 covenant relation to God 
t>^ ftopdj; and of tjic covenant pf grace he rem indqd 

« * 

&$ Maker-r-#<n# ttfpe&\ to jbe covenant. . He con- 
sidered himfelf as a new creature, and bogs God (0 
reipeft the work of his own hands. To the mercy- 
feat he fkd for refuge i and pleaded the worthinefs 
of the IVIan of God's right-hand — the Son of Mw% 
made fireng for bimjelf\ who was to bear thof? heavy 
Crimes of David, which he fays were a Jbre burden, 
too heavy for him to bear. The ceremonial law v was 
David's gofpel, and through that he looked to Jefus : 
Purge me with byj/bp, and I fhall be clean \ wafh me, 
andlfhall be whiter tbanfnow. Under the Saviour's 
wings, at the mercy-feat, David found his refuge 
from the wrath of the law, till all his calamities were 
overpaffed; and the application that Nathan made 
to David, fbou fhalt not dic y for God batb put. away 
thy Jin ! never came from yotir rule ; for, by that, 
the foul that fins fhall die. God will not, cannot, 
clear the guilty by that rule. This 1 infill ypon, 
that, if the moral law was David's only rule of life, 
(and, if ever it was, it was in David's days, for 
Chrift, the end of it, was. not then come), and if 
the moral law was the only rule by which God. pro* 
ceeded againft David, all the world could. never 
have faved the life, nor the foul, of the fweet 

* 

pfalmift 
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pfalmift of Ifrael from that dreadful curie. Nor did 
•Nathan preach the parable of the eweilamb from the 
law , but fixed David's crime upon his confeience, 
by enforcing the goodnefs of God to him, and his 
ungrateful returns, fbus f&itb the Lord God of Jftael, 
I anointed thee king over Ifrael\ and I delivered thee 
out of the bands of Saul i and I gave thee #y ma/ler'* 
houfe, and thy mafia? s wives into thy bofomy and gave 
thee the boufe of IJrael and Judab 5 and% if that bad 
hem too little* I would moreover have given tbeejucb 
andfucb things. Wherefore haft tbou defpifed the cpm- 
mandment of the Lord* to do evil in bis fight ? David 
finned againft both law and gofpel : he did not keep 
chat commandment which Paul gave to Timothy, 
without fpot. He finned not only againft the moral 
law, but he finned againft the commandment of 
life for evermore * which, he fays, is : the bleffing 
which God commanded on mount Zion * and which 
commandment, David knew, was given to Ghfift 
touching him : Tbou baft given a commandment tofave 
me. And he knew that it was a iife-giving word : 
This is my comfort in my affiittion, thy word bath quick- 
ened me. And in this word he believed, or he had 
perifhed for ever : / bad fainted, unkfs I bad believed: 
but I believed, and therefore have Jjfpokm* 

QtfOT. We find, iti David, a inaft ftrikSi% example 

of evangelical repentance, aad godly forrow, upon the 

account of fin. He was a (inner, but he wfe tio Antino- 
WiiaiW 

G 1 Answ. 
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Atrsw. I wtU not fay that the audioes of this 
"bodk are Antinotairians $ bot this I will fay, that* die 
'book coiifeftfs 1 the worft Antinomianifm that I ever 
read; and is a vile and damnable harangue, both 
<againft the law, the gofpel, *nd the grace of God. 
Agatnft ihelaw, beoaufe it declares " The law has 
*** eeafcd to -exift, and is done away, as -a covenant 
'* of woifes." Againft the gofpcl, beeaufe m it is 
tt no rule of right and wrtwg." And againft the 
"grace tif God, by declaring that "-the new man ■ is 
•*' taken captive by fin." And, as for thiir men- 
tioning evangelical repentance and godly fbrftW, 
'they never experienced any thing of it* nor 'does 
<th*s book give any better defcriprion of it than old 
'mother Shipton would have done. Befides, what 
fignifies talking of David's repentance, godly forroW, 
and pardon of fin ? Minifters of the law foould 
leave thefe things to the minifters of the Spirit. 
Your rule, engraven on tables of (tone, accepts no 
repentance nor godly forrowj nor will it ever (hew 
mercy, nor pardon iniquity ; it neither mentions it, 
accepts it, nor^gtves any information about it. Any 
fimple perfon, who (houkl read this 'treatile, who 
has not eyes to fee through this mafic of hypocrify, 
and who (hould be informed that this pill, or Mus, 
was prepared for me, muft conclude that, of all the 
• wretched beings out of hell, William Huntington 
muft be the vileft finner, the worft liver, and the 
moft dangerous preacher. "What fimple foul could 
imagine that fuch a (purious harangue could be 

levelled 
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levelled at the everlasting . gofpel ; and- to blacken 
the chara&er of a monument of mercy*. ?uid a fub- 
je& of fpecial grace, whole, life and- walk arc con** 
fiftent with the meafure of grace received, and: 
whofe miniftry is attended with the power of God to. 
hundreds, if not to thoufands? And mufit not the 
feme fimpk foul think, by the fame rule, that the 
authors of fucH a book muft exceed all the world? 
in purity of heart and hoTwfft of life ? NoQfr 
could ever think that faeb a teftimonjr a$ they-hapC; 
born, ^gainft me could be falfe, Yet, as theX-prdj 
livtth, I am willing to be weighed; ift, ap. cy$a ba-v 
lance with any. of them, with refpe&.tq beart-h<4U 
nefs or good works. And, as to eiw)UQg.tbeiTV theifj 
happinefs, 1 would not exchange my. Hate foe theirs* 
no, not for a million worlds, (hough* I am nick* 
namtff an Afltinoqiiaj* J 

Qitqt. Faith is th$ grand bond of union between Chrift 
and the fouls of his people ; and, therefore, we are faid to 
bejuftifiedby faUh> anti fenfiified 1 by fe1th> 

* > 

Answ. Thia is faft, Faitf* is not; the grand 
bond of union; nor is it ever fa called,;, fpr if; i$ 
God's everlafting love to his pleft chajt & tsfo. bpad 
of the covenant, and the bond of yn'wi ; a#d thif 
union took place not only \t\ the purpofe of God, 
but in Chrift Jefas, before ever fjutbwaa&u&d upon 
earth. I have kved the* w$k W vv&fajH^Jttfy 
And this- love made us one wkh Chrift from eesr- 
pity. It was the felf-moving caufe in Odd to give 
. .r.A G 3 us 
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us life in him before the world began, and we were- 
preferved in him ; and at laft, by the fame Jove, 
drawn fenfibly to him, and by the fame love fpiri- 
tually and fenfibly united to him. It is the love of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, that is the threefold cord 
that cannot be broken. Faith is the effeSt of this 
bond, but not the bond itfelf. Faith in us, that 
purifies the heart, is one thing ; but God*s eternal 
and immutable lqve to us, is another. When God 
is faid to join a man and woman together, it is done 
by mutual affe&ions, or giving them a love to each 
Other; for man hath no power over his own affec-r 
tions -, he cannot love whom he pleafes. From this 
they are nominated hufband and wife in his fight. 
Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, fays God to 
Jofcph, But joining hands in marriage* and con- 
fummating it, are the efFcfts of this' previous union 
in affeftioq. So wp were loved in Chrift, and 
chofen in him, before tjie wprld >vas ; and this love 
fhed abroad in oyr hearts in time, drawing us to 
him* that we may believe on him, is our open 
efpoufals to him. I wifli this fbolifli girl would take 
in a little needle-work to do ; and not meddle with, 
iand muddle, the myfteries of religion, for the fake 

of a morfel of bread. 

* • > i. ' » • ■ 

Qjjot. Becattfc faith, *s %hand* receives Chrift as tht 

juftifying jigfceQufnefs of the foul ; and a&u^lly receives, 

out of his infinite fulnefs, all, thofe communications of di- 
vine grace, ofc. 

A^sw^ 
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Answ. Suppofe faith, 4fc zhand, does' this, the' 

bond of God's coveiknt and -Maria'ii hand widely* 

• .^ • . . •• 

differ. God's love Tbhs through the whole family 
of heaven and earth, and KoMs all the ftakes toother 
main ttandardof the tabernacle. But what do Ma- 1 
ria's hands hold ? Ndffifcr t&cjphtdle nor the dijiaff} 

Prov.xxxi. 19. ^ ;t 

\ 

. Q#©T. So that thofc who live and die. without being 
m^de partaken, of vital faith, it is evident never were, 
united to Chrift any other way. 

, Answ. And thought have the gift . of prophecy, 
oil underfiand all myfttrUs, and all knowledge* and- 
though I have all faith* fo that I could, remove mom- r 
tains, and have no charity, I am nothing, So that 
perfbfls .never were united to Chrift this way; . fQr. 
men may -have all faith, and yet not enjoy chariiyi 
or feel the bond of union. ' - : 

Quot* For all thofc whom he has taken into unitn 
with himfelf, in a foederal relation and union, by an a<3u 
of divine fovereignty, in the fulnefs of time he unites to 
himfelf, by ijnplanting in their hearts vital faith, as a ; V'- 
v\ne, abiding, My principle, by which they are -CUT OFF t 
from their old flock, and are ingrafted into the new, the 
living Vine. 

Answ. Maria Sbotitids in ittyfteriesj fte fpeaks 

wifdom to them that ate perfeft. ■ We were informs 

ed befort that vital faith was the bend of union-, thil* 

was proved bf itt being a hand to receive, rightev- 

- * G 4 wfneft 



Maria goes back, ^gaip, iqfl #j$i& thia.^H^ *P& 

fajt^,, by, this divine, dbi$i holy principle ttutf: ^ 
liey<fs,are cut of from ^0^^ a^jpgr»fl»4 iftya, 

the Vine. Maria is ao g^i$eqei% nor botfwUk Wq 
read in fcripture of grafting olive trees y t)ut- the Holjh 
Ghoft never mentions grafting vww. 

Quot. And on thi?. grand union witlj the tfiji Chrity 
does all fandification, and comniufypnj sipd .^king.wjt}}. 
pod, depend, 

; Answ ? All fanfltificatiori, lyhich is God's fctring 
jits elcft apart in eternity; Arid thrift's offering tig 
hlmfelf upon the £ro&, by which offering iite ftV 
ever perfected them that ate fin&iffed ; all dtfpendi? 
upon Maria's bond, hand, zxAfworfo if we can but 
JfcKeve. For my part, I know it is i damnable lie. 
But we mull go on. 

• QjroT. It i$ God the Holy Ghbft who alone can credt* 
in the foul of a finner. ■-■■•■■■■ 




Answ* Nhnzsfondyhafidi andjfttW, isatlaft 
forntd into a creature. None btk the Spirit can 
create thisfajth; ft that it is not the finner that ?s 
created anew, but faith is created in him ; and then 

* * * * • 

it curias to a Jivon& within t&* **»4 an< J #: lift 
to.a.^. Reader, haft ^ J^jpfieacevfth m$ 

wWlc I purfue tbefe wM* dwim»» ^ 4&98W 

r -j 6 tells 



tell* theft that finac fort of women hive 1x>xys tbm 
are mtomDk* J* that thou canft not kmw them: I 
am fure I do nof, but yet I know (hat this woman 
is not right* 

QtfOT, For, as k is impoffiWc for a dead man to gWe 
himfelf natural life ; (q it is equally impoffible for a dead 
(inner, that is, a man dead in ftn, tp give himfelf fpiritutd 
life; \hzt\$i divine foitb. 

A nsw. Maria's bond, hand, fword, and creature^ 
are now termed Jjpiritual life, for " fpiritual- life is 
divine faith *" fo that this created faith is divinity it- 
felf. We do not live by faith on Chrift, who is our 
life ; nor does Chrift live in us according to this, 
but created faith is fpiricual life in us. Now, reader, 
>ve (ball differ from all that we have faid befQre. 

Qu<pT. Faith emeth by hearings and hearing by tie 
word. 

Answ. In the former quotation faith was created 
in us, but nojf iffe created tut cfus, and comes into 
us by hearing die word. Now, reader, we xxiuft 
take another turn; and where you may find us 
next I know not; but you may depend upon it that 
we lhalL be fopiewhere (tumbling upon the dark 
npuntain^ 

Quot. Page 59. The word, of God i> the fword of 

the Spirit; and when the Holy dxhoft fcikeS thir rtoblte 

Jword into his mighty hand, he make* it^rick^and powetw 

fu!* 



fuU cutting down all opppfitibn, and fully efficacious to 
the-.conviftion, convcrfion j fan&ificatfori, apd confolatioa, 
of his people. ... ; \ :r - • . • « : ,: < 

Answ. Now we fee that Maria's bond, hand, 
creature, and fpiritual life, ha vp nothing to do with 
cutting the finner off from his old ftock ; for it is all 
done by the word of God, and not by faith created 
in us by the Spirit. In this laft quotation Maria's 
band has. nothing to do, for thus ru$ the words : 
€€ The Spirit makes this fword quick and pqwerftil, 
tc cutting down all oppofitipn, and fully efficaciops." 
That is, the/word is folly efficacious to the convic- 
tion, converfion, fan&ification, and confolation, of 
his people. The fword that wounds, heals : con- 

vittions, fanftifications, and confolations, all come 

/■ » • • 

frj5m the fame fword. The Holy Spirit handles 
tlie fword, but holineis and confolation come by 

t$e fword. Faith makes no application ia this 

• ■ 

bufinefs. 

Quot, The fword of Scanderbeg the Great did wonders; 
but it wa$ otily when it was exercifed by the mighty arm of 
Scanderbeg. , 

Answ. The fword that this book talks about 
does greater works than that of Scanderbeg ; his 
fword was ufed to Hill, but this fword brings fan&i- 

^fication and confolation. Haw does the Almighty 
blind, confound, confute, and difcover, thefe empty 

.povice^.by lettjngthetQ expofc their cpnfufion tp 
• the 
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the church and the world 1 } and yet holds them in* 
ftich Hindncte, as- n> ' p&ffttt them to ball their felf-^ 
tontradi&ions, and palpable lies, ** A confutation t>F 
•* error, and unmafking of Antinomiaiiffiii \ n 

As for me, I do not know" that : Sriy bocly can' 
juftly charge me with preaching to entourage fin; or 
fay I have lived as an example of Kcenrioufnefs, of 
been in any fenfe behindhand- in promoting and in 
fhewing a pattern of good works ; if I have, let them 
teftify againft tne, 

Quot. They that are overwhelmed with diflrefs* and 
fometimes conclude that they have #o fight fo rejoice in the 
liberty of the go/pel, that they are i\ot the Lord's freemen* 
but (Wlljlaves to Jin and Satan, ftill under the feigning power 
of Jin \ arid, confequently, not partaken of ChfilTs falva-' 
tion. Now, left any of thefe, whole hearts the Lord would 
not have made fad. '■■ ■' ~ / " "»«"! - / «..' *" ( f > 

V • • 

Answ. If they are overwhelmed with (Jiftrefs, 
and " flaves to fin and Satan," and' f Oncfcrthc rtfign* 
ing power of fin/' they have no mote right to. re-? 
joice in the liberty of the gofpel than Satan has, wjift 
is referved in chains of darknefs. The finner here 
defcribed is overcome by Satan ; ahd of whom a than 
is overcome, of the fame is be brought into bondage : if 
he is, and binds hirafelf to be a (lave to fin and Sa- 
tan, he is free from righteoufhefs. His members 
are not yielded as inftruments of righteoufnefi, nor 
\$ he, nor can he be, a fervant of righteoufnefs^ he 
4& holden with the cords, of his fin, and Satan has the 

maftery 
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xp^fUry over hinv Jn.xhif qwotatign^ a. Qa«c ; tjq Hip* 
aqdSataa is flowed toJ&ve 5 f <*. right 4x ff^c^v^ 
* #e !#*«?: 9f the gofpej &" a ", finne* qy«:wiidm% 
* c ed with diflxqfv" and " wder tte doipiiuoa Qf fiiv 
« yet tb* J^rd vfould pot hv*c his i^eart m»de 
*fad." Tt&ji?* I thtok* rank, AxtfUM>nuafufi» j; 
for it i* encouraging rafl) prefuraprion, eoccwag,- 

ipg a flave to tjie devil to cejjoicc in the liberty, oftht) 






Quot. Now, left any oftbefe fhould be made fad, by 
^njr tWaa contained in this treatife, . , : 

An.sw, There is no fear of any real fkdnefs of 
heart enfuingupon the periifal of this treatife ; for 
fbere fa no moje force, power, or edge, to this 
fword> than tl#rc is (o an eider-down quilt; it is 
calculated for nothing plfe but to bqlfter^up ami to 
harden hypocrites ip their hypocrify. As to God's 
people, no foul, that ever wa$ enlightened and 
cpwkened by the Lord, would give it a feeond read- 
ing, nor even houfc-rqom, upjefs it be admitted into 
the water-cJofef, 

Quot. I would wifli to obferve, that wherever fin i? 
hated, not only ia its confequenccs and punishment, but in 
its nature and pra£tice ; where it is Jiruggled with, fought 
againft, prayed againft, watched againft, and groaned under, 
it hath no dominion. 



t . 



Answ« Is a finner's bating* Jirugglmg^ Jigbtizg, 
voatcbingy ml groaning, of any avail in lybduing the 

power 



pouter 4>F4to ? ; Do the fcriptuiw wp mated ia& 
a bat^^f f^r^ as;thcft to (Jdfe^ the^ork^ of 
the ckvil? Here is notlldod i^atttifcrtietft, ad ft&M 
«f faith, nb fln-fubcteittg artd fupei^bownding g?^ 
* Sin has lid dominion/' '&* ihta-bcxSk, beeauft 
it is fought againft, washed *gfefeft-,-phryed #gaitfft> 
and groaned under. If gwtned unikri k rikfi fite 
h*a*y \ipoh the flrafcr? artd'wtfl* iffi OtfcPs ftrfcngfli 
be made perfeft irt his weaknefs, add ill-fufficient 
grace be communicated -id him. Satan teaps^e* 
fmall advantage from fuch books as thefe: he-tiitt 
efteems iron as ftraw, and brafs as rotten wood, who 
drove the madGadarene from Ms ch'ains, wilt ftever 
refufe the challenge of this fighting linner, nor ftatf 
at his groans. If my reader will now obferve, wc 
fhali find that this precious Joul % whom ff-jhc Lon^ 
would not have made fad/' who has <s a right to 
rejoice in the liberty of the goipeV kin want of 
but one thing, ami that is power. 

Qwot. Thefe things are quite incompatible with the 
reigning love and power of Jin. It may fight hard ; It -natty 
rage defpevately ; it may, for a time, play the tyrant; btitv 
during this time, the foul, though a captive, is notajfct/a 
.The tyrant y&detejied: and the foul wants nothing hut power 
to throw off the Iron yoke. 

A nsw. If this fancied faint has no power, he has 
no faith ; if deftitute of power, the kingdom of 
God is not fet up in his heart, for that (lands not in 
word, but in power ; and, if he is a captive to Sa- 
tan. 






ftp* btfSfttt ha?f m> right to *cjaict irt tic liberty of 

the gpfpck [j Gapffvftyris i» GppQfite tolib&jy >a$Jla~ 
jafry; iK>r will any chUd of [God be brought to be- 
liievc that Satan' will ihew foch; Entity tcJ bis captives 
as to let thfcm ftgod aU ijie^ay idje. He that is a 
captive* fp the devil is a flate i hf that is #nder the 
jurifdiftioq of that father wijl do the luftsof that 
father. This fancied faint; U next fet down with 
Paul and Job i and the promife of the gofpel is 
applied to him* though God ha* not made .bare his 
arm.- . . 

QyoT. It is evident, fuch an one has been taught by' 
Cbrijl, the great Prophet, a good degree of felf-knowltdge: 
the under/landing is enlightened to fee the exceeding Jinfulnefs 
of fin, and the fpirituality of the law of God ; and therefore 
the man cries out, with Paul— lam carnal, fiid under fin. 
And with Job, lam vile! It is alfo evident his will is re- 
newed, w& his affeclio/ts in part fan ftified, for the evil he 
does he allows not, Ibid* Nay, he hates it. 

t 

Answ. Here is a man renewed in his will* and 
his affe&ions in part fan&ified ; and he is alfo taught 
,of Chrift, whofe word to the heart is always attend- 
ed with power, to make the dead live, and the pri~ 
toner go free. And yet this man has no jpowerj for 
he cannot throw off the iron yoke. 

Quot. And could he be delivered from the very Being 
tf fin> and from the poffibilhy of finning, it would be the 
triumph of his heart, and the joy of his foul. 

Answ* 
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, ^^ a .;Thoi^^ : in4e(pw» and oi^ the yergp ; 
of hell, would be glaji of thijs, . wfyo flevjer knew.th*. 
grace of God, and who never will, be laved. For* 
if a man be delivered from the being of fin, he can- 
have no inducement . or ipotion to it * and* if from 
the poj/ibility of it, he is in no daager, confequently* 
in no fear. The faints obedience is the *evej£ jof 
all this ; he obeys God againft the inclinations of felf 
and the enticements of fin, 

r ' , • . " \ • * . ' - 

Quot. ' If this is thi habitual frame of thy mind, 
gentle reader, thou art one of thofe happy ones to 
whom the promife declares, Sinjhallnot have dominion over 
youy for you are not under the law, but under grace. 

Answ. There is one great difficulty which mufl: 
devolve upon thefe author* > and that is, to make 
this gentle reader, who is a captive to fin and 
Satan, though not a Jlave; who, though renewed 
and fanftified, is yet deftitute of power to throw off 
the iron yoke — I fay, it is difficult to make fuch a 
prifoner believe that he is one of thofe happy ones 
(upon a level with Paul and Job) to whom the pro- 
mife declares, that fin (hall not have dominion over 
him, becaufe he is not under the law, but under 
grace — I fay, to make a man believe that he has 
" a right to rejoice in gofpel liberty," when holdcn 
with the cords of his fins \ and that " fin has no 
cc dominion over him while a captive to it f and 
that he is cc not under the law," though he has <c no 
" power to throw off the iron yoke /* and that he is 

4 under 
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ttodcr grat*, thotjgh no lafrafktfj ftom fin fiSS <?ve¥ 
betti applied to htrfi : tfcfe, I 'ftfr ftiiift be ditffctiK 
work for ^feitK. Klsrffc t(M *4r. George Kihg «3t 
this book contains Mr. ftyfatfd's fenttefchfe ; arrd, if" 
&, I tfriHbe bold to arfftrrn thit futh a 'fiSth ftever 
*te hacdhed ally whtre, either In heaven 6r earth, 
brim Enfield* 

■ r 

1 . . 

QudT* Thou art riot under the law, for Chrift hath 
rtikmed tbee frmn it : it is iiad t$ tbeeis a covenant, of 
Works ; and thoa att dfcwrf i* if* that thou raayeft be mar- • 
riidto another httjband* 

A nsw. The Antinomianifm which this book 
has all along reprobated; yea, the very doftrine 
that I hold, and for the preaching of which I am 
reprefentcd in this book as black as Satan himfelf* 
yea, the whole of it, is advanced in this kft quota* 
tion, only we differ with refpeft to application. Ma- 
ria applies it to them only to whom falvation from 
fin has never been given; who are deftiuite of 
power, under the iron yoke, and in a ftate of capti- 
vity to fin. Whereas I apply it to none but thofe 
who are born again of the Spirit ; foho are purged 
from guilt and dead works, delivered from the reign 
of fin, and made free by the Spirit ; who are no 
more fervants, but fons ; and not fons of the bond- 
woman, but of the free. Thus we agree in doc- 
trine, and only differ in application. This captive, 

in 
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in his iron yoke, is farther, comforted by: many ap- 
plications. 

Quot. And he is the God of grace: he.giveth grace 
and glory. The Father hath blcfj'ed thee with all fpi ritual 
blejfings in Chrift. 

Answ. This is another difficult branch of faith ; 
that is, for this gentle reader to believe that he is 
bleffedwith all fpiritual blejjings, while he is curfed 
with the iron yoke of bondage, in captivity to fini 
and deftitute of the power of divine grace. For my 
part, I fhould not wonder if God were to give facft 
authors up to the bufferings of Satan ; to be dripped 
even of their rationality for fuch ignorant meddling, 
bafe handling, and falfely applying, the gofpel, and 
the promifes of it. • 

QtfoT. Nothing is fo great an enemy to hea: t-hQlinefi 
as unbelief. 

Answ. The grcateft enemy to holinefs through- 
out this book has all along been the Antinomian, 
for not bringing the believer under the law as his 
only rule of life. He that holds not this point 
is, according to this book, the vileft (inner, and 
even a child of the devil. And this Antinomian, 
after all, is unbelief. He is the adverfary, and the 
greateft enemy to heart -bolinefs j and I think, as 
our opponents have caught unbelief they ought 
to let Jiuntington go his way. If they charge uri- 

H belief 
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b«Kef with: all the crimes; then are the children 
free, 

Quot. Nothing is fo great an enemy to beart-holiriefs 
as unbelief: Satan hates it, but he cannot rob us of it ; but 
unbelief robs us of it, or rather, prevents out receiving it. 

Faith works it in the soul. 

Answ, The heart- holinefs of a faint confifts in 
his foul being the feat, and his body the temple, of 
the Holy Ghoft; as God batbfaidr—>I will dwell in 
thtm* and walk in them? Unbelief we are inform^ 
cd, can (€ rob us of this; unbelief can prevent our 
c * receiving this : buf faith works fe in the foul.'* 
Unbelief, therefore, mud be more than almighty ; 
and faith, inftead of being a work, a fruity or a 
grace, of the Spirit, is the worker of the Spirit in 
us, for he works holinefs in the foul. Bleffed be 
iVliflighty God, who hath opened my blind eye3 to 
fee, and breathed eternal life into my fcnfelefs foul 
to feel, tjie operations of his Spirit, and the do- 
minion of his grace $ and to fee through the dark 

and iniquitous defigns of fuch authors* and fuch 

• ■ 

arch deceptions, as thefe. To fpeak without light- 
nefs, and without prejudice, I have read this book 
till my hair has moved upon my head^ and my flefli 
upon my bones — to fee perfons, fo deftitute of the 
common ideas of a work of grace, make fuch ha- 
vock with facred matters, and publifh fuch confu- 

4 

Jfan (o the church and the world ! 

Qy9T t 
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cation* Herein is my Father ghryi$d t that ye, bear much 
fruit* . , . 

■^ J * . ■ • 1 / . 

* « I » 

* 4 * 

... . , 

Answ/ But how can a man be holy who is a" 
captive to fin, and deftitute of power ? And how 
can he be fruitful who never was made partaker of 
the fruits ? All the applications in this 64th page 
are made to the gentle reader, who is* under the iron 
yoke of bondage^ and has no power to throw 
it off. : - l ' 

Quot. Should thefe pages Fall into the hands of a pro- 
fefler of reiigion, who -can hear of Chrift, and talk much 
about Chrift, and .the riches of his grace, and the yondcrs 
of his falyaf iqn 5 ind y$t is carelefs and indifferent whether 
be, as an individual, is made partaker qf the riches of that 
grace, and the.wofiders of that falvation, by the power of 
the Spirit of God> &c. &c. 

• A nsw* If thefe pagefc (hould fall into the hands 
of fuch a profeffor> he will not condemn this book, 
nor will this • book condemn him 5 for there is no 
more " rich grace, and u wondrous felvation/' in 
this book, nor defcribed by the authors of it, than 
fuch a profeffor has got in him, The one is a drum, 
the other a tinkling cymbal^ and nothing but empti- 
nefs in ekher. Befides, where is the difference be- 
tween the gratekfs frofeffvr laft defcribed, and the 
gentle reader to whom the blcfllngs were applied ? 
The former is a captive to fin, the latter deftitute of 
prate-, the fbrmer> no power to caft off the iron 

H a yoke; 
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yoke; the latter, without the wonders of falvation. 
Here is no more difference between the former faint, 
and the latter hypocrite, than between my two eyes : 
they are both under the power of the devil; only 
one is finking like Judas, and the other comforting 
himfelf like Efau. 

: • f * 

: Quot. Who can live loofely, and allow himfelf in 
finful difpofitions, and fmful practices, under the idea 
that there is no law, and confequently, no fin to a be Tl 
liever. 

Answ. It were well if all authors had difpofi- 
tions and pra&ices agreeable to their beft words. 
How well Maria lives up to this I fhall leave to 
God and her own confeience, who know what fhe 
is in works from what (he feems by words ; nor fhall 
I ever wifh to copy after her ; for then, indeed, I 
fliould be an Antinomian both in heart and pra&ice. 
But this I infift upon, that, if the law is the be- 
liever's rule of life, by which he is to live and con- 
duct himfelf; and that he is under the precept of it, 
to obey it ; and that all that is amifs in him, or done; 
amifs by him, is to be laid to that rule, as the 
only rule of right and wrong, or the only rule to 
{hew what is fin; and by that rule he is to be 
punilhed for fin, fin being the tranfgreflion of no 
other law but that, according to this fcook — then 
I fay that Chrift profits nothing ; that the a&ivc 
and paftive obedience of the Saviour is a mere 

phantom; 
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phantom; the former not delivering the faint froth 
the yoke of the precept, nor the latter from the 
fentence. 

And that the believer differs nothing from a fin* 
ner who is dead in fin ; for the law is no more than 
fuch a rule to him ; it has no more than a precept 
and a fentence for him ; .it is no more than a rule 
of life or a rule of condudt (which you pleafe) to 
him. * ' : 

But, if our opponents reply, cc The believer is 
" under the law to Chrift," I anfwer— So are all 
finners ; all in the flefh are under the law. . Bur, if 
you fay. " Not under the law to Chrift/ 1 I anftfer, 
They are all under the law, and all are accountable 
to Chrift. We muft all ftand before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift. I know of no other judge. The 
bleffing and the curfe will be pronounced by Chrift, 
as the only judge of quick and dead. 

And, if the law be all this, let our opponents 
ihew us how the law has cc ceafed to exift as a co- 
" venant of Works" in any fenfe •, or whether it 
ever can differ from a covenant of works, feeing 
God doth not, will not, minifter the Spirit by it, or 
by the works of it. 

For, if it be not a covenant of works, how can 
the reward be reckoned of debt to him that works ? 

And, if it be not a covenant of works, but a 
" law of love," to the believer ; then I afk ho\y a 
feint can go from the enjoyment of his lifof ty, from 

the 
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ike profits of Ch rift, and be entangled with it as * 
joke of bondage, only by lacking perfection by; it ? 

And, if the law has ceafed to exift as a covenant 
of works, how it can be bailed a lkw ? and whence 
its authority to govern, convince, and punifb the 
believer, can be derived ? For, if it has ceafed to 
exift, who flood by at its exit, and faved the life of 
its authority? 

And, if the fyftem of faith be not a rule of right 
and wrong, according to this book, how it can be 
(Called a law f And how a belie vpr can be laid to re- 
ceive grace for obedience thereto ? And how a man 
that hears it can be damned for his infidelity, or dis- 
obedience to the gdfpel ? * 

And, if it be no rule to convince, and to Inflict 
chaftifements on, a believers how God, as a gra- 
cious father, not as an angry .judge, in covenant 
love, not in the wrath of the law, cart vifit the fins 
of his children with a rod, and (heir iniquities with 
fcourges, for tranfgreffing this life-giving com- 
mandment; and yet not take the promifed life of 
this commandment, nor lovkig-kindnefs* the bond 
of this, covenant, from them ? 

Or, if he proceeds againft them according to your 
rule, and the believer be under that rule* which 
way God can appear juft, and they efcapc eternal 
fire ? The decalogue fays nothing about falvation by 
grace. 

• And* if heart- holinefs, in reality, be the thing you 

enforce and contend for, how you come to be fo ig- 

4 norant 
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ftorant of its nature and operation as nbt to be able 
to give a defcription of one branch of it, conGftcttt 
either with fcripture or experience ? 

Do not you fay "faith is created in us*", and 
then affert that " This creature works heartrholinefs 

cc in us," which is the Holy (Jhofl: ? 

»» ».-»-• .... 

Does the Spirit create faith? Iffb, is not faith a 
creature? And does this creature, then, work the 
Creator in the finner's heart ? 

Can any wife or fober man think that any thing 
like holinefs had ever operated on a perfon that gives 
fuch a fcandalous defcription of it? 

And, if you are for good works indeed and in 
truth, how came you to traduce thofe who are fruit- 
ful, and walk in them, when yourfelves, by ocular 
demonftration, are altogether barren in this refped ? 

And, if you can juftly charge the Antinomian ypu 
traduce with as many evils in ten years, as your own 
confeience can lay to your charge in ten weeks, why 
do you not publifh his evil deeds to the world ? 

And, if there be any one dodtrine advanced in all 
this' piece, that is not plainly contradi<5ted in another 
part, let the authors fhew me what thatdo&rine is, 
and where it ftands, and I will (if God permit) prove 
that it is fo. 

And, if this is not vain jangling^ let them fend me 
word what the apoftle means by thofe words, 

Quot, Verily y verily^ fcys the Son of God himfelf, I 
Jay unto you % v/bofoevfr commltuth Jin (that is, habitually 

continue? 
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continues in the love and praflice of it) is . the Jervant of % 
Jin. 

Answ. But Chrift makes his elc& free from that 
fervice, and fuch arc free indeed. But, if the authors 

• 

of this book have no more experience than their 
gentle reader, who is a captive to fin; no more 
power than their bleffed difciple, who cannot throw 
off the iron yoke ; no more bolinefs than what their 
created faith has wrought in them ; no other bond of 
union, no other /word to cut them off from the old 
ftock, than this new-made faith ; they are on the 
old ftock, and under a terrible mafter, to this day j 
for thefe are not the things that accompany falvation, 
. nor any thing like them. Thefe are nothing but 
chimeras of a difordered brain \ there is nothing of 
this to be found in the Bible, nor in the experience 
of God's children. 

Reader, when our opponents have given me an- 
other job of this kind, I will, if time permit, deli- 
neate this treatife a little more ; and fet their felf- 
contradi&ions againft each other, page againft page, 
that thou mayeft have a fhort and concife view of 
the produ&ions of vain janglers, and of the judg- 
ment that appears in their goings. And of this, 
reader, be affured, that, if any good treafure ever 
flows into thee, or from thee; if any real good works 
are ever performed by thee ; if ever thou art at a 
certainty with refpett to thy ftate> and at a point in 
thy dollrine : thou muft Have a ftronger bond of 

union 
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union than thefe authors hold forth ; a better faith 
than they teach ; a better hope than they exhibit ; 
more grace in heart than they in ftiew j better holi- 
nefs than they can feigrt ; be more mighty in deeds 
than they in words ; have a better fpirit than they can 
counterfeit, and be a better faint than they can 
defcribe — or thou wilt be imply in heart, and barren 
in life, to the day of thy death ! So I conclude, and 
fo thou mayeft affirm. 



THE END. 



T. Bensliy, Printer, Bo*t Court, Fleet Street, Londom 
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